
 

 

INDUCTION TASKS 

A-Level History 

 
Unit 1: USA Boom, Bust and Recovery, 1920-1955 

Unit 3: The Witch Craze in Britain, Europe and the North 

America c.1580-c.1750 

As part of this course over 2 years you will also study a coursework 

unit and Unit 2 Britain Transformed 1918-1997 

 

Induction Tasks are not optional for students; they form part of the College’s formal 

assessment and completed tasks will assist staff in identifying the students’ ability for 

independent study and meeting home learning deadlines. 

 

Due Date: September 

Course contact: Sam Battershall, sam.battershall@kingedwardvi.org.uk and Sarah Grainger, 

sarah.grainger@kingedwardvi.org.uk  

mailto:sam.battershall@kingedwardvi.org.uk
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Task Set 1: America, Boom, Bust and Recovery: 1920-1955 

This course is a depth study which considers economic, social, cultural and political 

change in America between 1920 and 1955. If you studied Making of America at 

GCSE this course ‘picks up’ the narrative from the end of that period considering the 

impact of WW1 before moving into the 20’s. We also consider the wide-ranging and 

sometimes catastrophic impact of those changes as well as identifying causal 

factors and studying interpretations of the past. 

 

Task 1 

The purpose of this task is to give you a bit of an overview of the whole time period 

that we study in this unit.  

Use the events below to create a chronological timeline of some of the key events 

of the course. Use prior reading or internet research to record 3-5 facts about each 

event. Colour code the events according to social, political and economic. You will 

need to use the internet to complete your research – make sure all information you 

are noting is in relation to the USA and not anywhere else in the world. Lots of these 

events had worldwide ramifications – our course is only concerned with the USA. 

1933 

 

Creation of 

Tennessee 

Valley 

Authority (TVA) 

1919 

 

Volstead Act 

(introducing 

Prohibition) 

1929 

 

Wall Street 

Crash 

1933 

 

First New Deal 

Begins 

1948 

 

US Armed 

Forces 

Desegregated 

1920-22 

 

Brief post-war 

economic 

recession 

1945 

 

Roosevelt dies 

in office 

having won 4 

elections 

1950 

 

McCarthy 

launches anti-

communist 

attacks on US 

Government 

1927 

 

‘Jazz Singer’ is 

the world’s first 

talking movie 

1930 

 

Harley-Smoot 

Tariff 

1932 

 

Roosevelt wins 

presidential 

elections for 

the 

Democrats 

1927 

 

Sacco and 

Vanzetti 

executed 

1955 

 

‘Rock around 

the clock’ is a 

number 1 hit in 

the USA and 

UK 

1919 

 

Votes for 

Women 

Campaign 

1920 

 

First 

commercial 

radio station 

(KDKA) 

1920 

 

Harding wins 

presidential 

election for 

the 

Republicans 

 

1935 

 

Second New 

Deal (Wagner 

Act, Revenue 

Act & Social 

Security Act) 

 

 

1923-29 

 

Real wages 

rose by 13% 

1941 

 

USA enters 

WW2 

1933 

 

Emergency 

Banking Act 



1922 

 

KKK begin 

winning 

elective 

offices 

1935 

 

Huey Long 

assassinated 

1954 

 

Brown vs. 

Board of 

Education 

1921 

 

Federal 

Highways Act 

1955 

 

Montgomery 

Bus Boycott 

1943 

 

Race riots in 

Detroit and LA 

1921 

 

Emergency 

Immigration 

Act 

1952 

 

Eisenhower 

wins 

presidential 

election for 

Republicans 

1929 

 

St Valentine’s 

Day Massacre 

1942 

 

Fair 

Employment 

Practices 

Commission 

 

Task 2 

For this task you will need to first do some research about the economic boom in the 

USA in the 1920’s. There are some links below to get you started but feel free to 

explore more resources. 

This research will help you to place the interpretation below into its historical context, 

to better understand why that perspective is held and how it differs to other 

interpretations. 

Causes of the economic boom in the 1920s - Economic boom - WJEC - GCSE History 

Revision - WJEC - BBC Bitesize 

The U.S. Economy in the 1920s – EH.net 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zw9wb82/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zw9wb82/revision/1
https://eh.net/encyclopedia/the-u-s-economy-in-the-1920s/


TASK SET 2: 

 


