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Learning Guide for Parents and Students
The school supports home learning by providing lessons, resources, homework, and communication through Microsoft Teams, supported by several online learning platforms and additional educational resources. If a student cannot attend school due to medical or disciplinary reasons, the school will provide resources so learning can continue from home and disruption to education is minimised. 

Further guidance for parents on how they can support their child’s learning, including preparing for assessments and examinations, is available at - Study Hacks — From the Sidelines
How learning is provided

· All teaching materials are shared through Microsoft Teams.
· Students are automatically enrolled in Teams for each of their subjects.
· Teachers upload lesson resources, activities and assignments, homework and messages and updates. 
· Resources are available before the scheduled lesson time.
· Students access Teams using their school email account.

Weekly learning information

· Remote learning guides are published on the school website and the App every Friday.
· They are also shared on students' year group Microsoft Teams.
· Teachers can be contacted via email for questions about learning.
· Department Head email addresses are included in the guides for subject-specific queries.

Online learning platforms

Students may also be set work on:

· Seneca Learning (all subjects)  https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/
· Up Learn (A-Level Science) https://www.uplearn.co.uk/
· Sparx Maths (Key Stages 3 and 4 Maths)  https://sparxmaths.com/
· Kerboodle (Key Stages 3 and 4 Science) https://www.kerboodle.com/

Additional learning resources are available on: 

· Oak National Academy https://www.thenational.academy/
· BBC Bitesize Home - BBC Bitesize

Reading expectations

Research shows that regular reading has a significant positive impact on children's educational achievement, vocabulary development and wellbeing. We encourage all students to read for at least 20–30 minutes each day, both in and out of school. As a guide, students should aim to complete at least one age-appropriate book every two to three weeks, although confident readers may read more frequently.

· Read for pleasure regularly.
· Aim to read approximately one book per week.
· Access news and current affairs through The Day
https://theday.co.uk/
· Borrow books from the school library.

Passwords and support

· Students have Microsoft Teams for all lessons. They can access these Teams using their email accounts. 
· Teachers will regularly show students how to access the Teams groups. 
· Students record passwords for online resources in their school planner.
· If there are difficulties accessing digital resources, parents should contact the student's Year Manager or Year Coordinator, or the school directly at enquiry@holte.bham.sch.uk.

Good attendance is essential for academic success. Missing school can lead to gaps in learning that may affect a student's confidence, progress and achievement. Although we provide learning resources when necessary, attending school remains the best way for students to access high-quality teaching and support.







































	Year 7 

	Head of Department: Mr G. Edwards g.edwards@holte.bham.sch.uk

	What is your child learning this term?

	This half-term, pupils will explore the theme of ‘Travel and the World,’ delving into various types of non-fiction travel writing, including leaflets, brochures, articles, and blogs. They will have numerous opportunities to develop their skills by producing their own non-fiction pieces. 
Additionally, pupils will concentrate on mastering specific punctuation techniques and expanding their Tier 2 vocabulary, with a focused approach each week to enhance their writing proficiency. 
Resources available:  
Senecalearning.co.uk  
Bbcbitesize.co.uk  
KS3 revision guides  
  
Pupils will be expected to read independently at home for 20-30 minutes minimum each night. Pupils will also need to learn their November and December Tier 2 spellings. Homework will be set by individual teachers.  
Homework will be set by individual teachers.


	Class
	Teacher
	Lessons, including homework deadlines & resources

	7EN1
	Miss Hunter, Mrs Dhansey and Mrs Jagpal
	Monday 9th November 
Complete all activities and tasks outlined in the PowerPoint 'Travel Around the World'.

Wednesday 11th November 
Complete all activities and tasks outlined in the PowerPoint 'Travel Around the World'.

Thursday 12th November 
Complete all activities and tasks outlined in the PowerPoint 'Travel Around the World'.

Friday 13th November 
Complete all activities and tasks outlined in the PowerPoint 'Travel Around the World'.


	7EN2
	Miss Shami, Mrs Dhansey
	Monday 9th November 2026 (NBD)
Complete all activities and tasks outlined in the PowerPoint 'Reading Lesson'.

Thursday 12th November 2026 (JAS)
Complete all activities and tasks outlined in the PowerPoint 'Travel Around the World'.


	7EN3
	Miss Mohamed, Miss Shami 
	Monday 9th November 2026 
Complete all activities and tasks outlined in the PowerPoint 'Reading Lesson'.

Thursday 12th November 2026 
Complete all activities and tasks outlined in the PowerPoint 'Travel Around the World'.


	7EN4
	Miss Saiyed 
	Monday 9th November
Complete Travel Writing L1 and 2
Wednesday 11th November
Complete Travel Writing L3.
Thursday 12th November
Reading lesson- read chapters 1 and 2.
Friday 13th November
Travel Writing L4

	7EN5
	Mrs Dhansey and Mrs Jagpal
	Tuesday 10th November 2026 (NBD)
Complete all activities and tasks outlined in the PowerPoint 'L3 – Travel Around the World'.

Wednesday 11th November (SUJ)
Reading lesson – Nura and the Immortal Palace

Thursday 12th November 2026 (NBD)
Complete all activities and tasks outlined in the PowerPoint 'L4 – Travel Around the World'.

Friday 13th November (SUJ)
Reading lesson – Nura and the Immortal Palace


	7EN6
	Miss Mohamed & Miss Shami 
	Tuesday 10th November 2026 (JAS)
Reading Lesson - 

Friday 13th November 2026 (JAS)
Reading Lesson -


	7EN7
	Miss Shami, Miss Saiyed & Mr Groves
	Tuesday 10th November (QMS)
Complete lesson on an Introduction to Poetry.
Wednesday 11th November 2026 (JAS)
Complete all activities and tasks outlined in the PowerPoint 'Travel Around the World'.
Friday 13th November (QMS)
Complete lesson on Poetry Lesson 2.

	7EN8
	Mr Edwards & Miss Saiyed
	Tuesday 10th November (Mr Edwards)
Travel Writing lesson 2
Wednesday 11th November (Mr Edwards)
Travel Writing lesson 3
Thursday 12th November (Mr Edwards)
Travel Writing lesson 4
Friday 13th November (Mr Edwards)
Travel Writing lesson 5

	7N/EN
	Miss Lynch
	Tuesday 10th November  
Complete tasks and activities in ‘Travel Writing’ L2
Wednesday 11th November  
Complete tasks and activities in ‘Travel Writing’ L3
Thursday 12th November 
Complete tasks and activities in Travel Writing’L4
Friday 13th November
Reading: Complete tasks and activities outlined on ‘Matilda’
Chapter 8
Homework: complete the travel reading activity.






	Year 8

	Head of Department: Mr G. Edwards g.edwards@holte.bham.sch.uk

	What is your child learning this term? 

	This half-term pupils will focus on the topic of ‘Detectives of the Digital Age.’ Pupils will study Detective Literature and analyse how a writer uses features of mystery and suspense writing in a story. They will also write their own detective stories and use the features in their own writing.  
This will then be followed by looking at non-fiction writing and recognise the features they have studied in Detective writing in elements of forensics and in articles on AI. Pupils will apply this learning in writing and performance of speeches. 
Resources available:  
Senecalearning.co.uk  
Bbcbitesize.co.uk  
KS3 revision guides  
  
Pupils will be expected to read independently at home for 20-30 minutes minimum each night. Homework will be set by individual teachers. 


	Class
	Teacher
	Lessons, including homework deadlines & resources

	8EN1
	Miss Mohamed & Mrs Jagpal
	Monday 9th November 2026 
Complete all activities and tasks outlined in the PowerPoint 'L2 – Detectives of the Digital Age'. 

Tuesday 10th November 2026 
Complete all activities and tasks outlined in the PowerPoint 'L3 – Detectives of the Digital Age'.


Friday 13th November 2026 
Complete all activities and tasks outlined in the PowerPoint 'L4 – Detectives of the Digital Age'.

Thursday 12th November (SUJ)
Reading lesson – The Night Diary.

	8EN2
	Miss Hunter, 
Mr Groves & Mr Edwards
	Monday 9th November (Miss Hunter)
Complete all activities and tasks outlined in the PowerPoint 'L2 – Detectives of the Digital Age'.

Tuesday 10th November (Miss Hunter)
Complete all activities and tasks outlined in the PowerPoint 'L2 – Detectives of the Digital Age'.

Thursday 12th November (Mr Edwards)
Reading – The Lamb to the Slaughter

Friday 13th November (Miss Hunter)
Complete all activities and tasks outlined in the PowerPoint 'L2 – Detectives of the Digital Age'.


	8EN3
	Mrs Dhansey and Miss Shami
	Monday 9th November 2026 (NBD)
Complete all activities and tasks outlined in the PowerPoint 'L2 – Detectives of the Digital Age'. 

Tuesday 10th November 2026 (NBD)
Complete all activities and tasks outlined in the PowerPoint 'L3 – Detectives of the Digital Age'.

Thursday 12th November 2026 (JAS)
Reading Lesson - Sawbones

Friday 13th November 2026 (NBD) 
Complete all activities and tasks outlined in the PowerPoint 'L4 – Detectives of the Digital Age'.

	8EN4
	Mrs Ali and Miss Shami
	Tuesday 10th November (SAL)
‘Detectives of the Digital Age.
Lesson 3
Thursday 12th November (SAL)
‘Detectives of the Digital Age.
Lesson 4
Friday 13th November (SAL)
‘Detectives of the Digital Age.
Lesson 5
Homework- Complete Seneca tasks




	8EN5
	Mr Edwards
	Monday 9th November (Mr Edwards)
Sherlock characterisation 
Tuesday 10th November (Mr Edwards)
Hound of the Baskervilles lesson 1
Thursday 12th November
Hound of the Baskervilles lesson 2

	8EN6
	Miss Saiyed
	Monday 9th November
Work through lesson 2 of Detectives.
Tuesday 10th November
Work through lesson 3 of Detectives.

	8EN7
	Mrs Ali
	Monday 9th November (SAL)
‘Detectives of the Digital Age.
Lesson 3
Tuesday 10th November 2026 (JAS)
Reading Lesson – Sawbones 
Thursday 12th November (SAL)
‘Detectives of the Digital Age.
Lesson 3
Homework-Complete Seneca Tasks

	8EN8
	Mrs Jagpal and Mrs Dhansey
	Monday 9th November 
Detectives of the Digital Age – lesson 3
Tuesday 10th November
Detectives of the Digital Age – lesson 4
Thursday 12th November 
Detectives of the Digital Age – lesson 5

	8-N/EN
	Miss Lynch
	Monday 9th November  
Complete all tasks and activities in PPT L2: Detectives of the Digital Age
Tuesday 10th November  
Complete all tasks and activities in PPT L3: Detectives of the Digital Age
Thursday 12th November 
Complete all tasks and activities in 
Detectives of the Digital Age PPT L4
Homework: Complete the PAG activities





	Year 9 

	Head of Department:  Mr G. Edwards g.edwards@holte.bham.sch.uk

	What is your child learning this term? 

	This term pupils in Year 9 will focus on ‘Reality vs Fiction.’ Pupils will read a novel as a class and be assessed on their oracy skills. They will work in groups presenting to the class on chosen themes from the novel being studied. As a class, they will analyse non-fiction texts related to the themes from their novel and write their own speeches.
Resources available:  
Senecalearning.co.uk  
Bbcbitesize.co.uk  
KS3 revision guides  
  
Pupils will be expected to read independently at home for 20-30 minutes minimum each night. Homework will be set by individual teachers.  

	Class
	Teacher
	Lessons, including deadlines & resources

	9EN1
	Mrs Ali
	Monday 9th November
‘Reality vs Fiction. -Lesson 3
Tuesday 10th November
‘Reality vs Fiction. -Lesson 4
Thursday 12th November
‘Reality vs Fiction. -Lesson 5
Friday 13th November
‘Reality vs Fiction. -Lesson 6
Homework-Complete Seneca Tasks


	9EN2
	Mr Harrison
	Monday 9th November 2026
Different text types lesson 4 - review
Tuesday 10th November 2026
Different text types lesson 4 - review
Thursday 12th November 2026
Different text types lesson 4 - review
Friday 13th November 2026 
Class reading – My Sister Lives on the Mantlepiece - private reading. 
Homework - https://app.senecalearning.com/dashboard/class/4f60fux2vg/assignments/assignment/8de9f25e-ad57-48d2-a73b-1cde98bdd476?suggestedProvider=microsoft


	9EN3
	Miss Shami & Miss Saiyed
	Monday 9th November 2026 (JAS)
Complete all activities and tasks outlined in the PowerPoint 'Reality Vs Fiction'.
Tuesday 10th November 2026 (JAS)
Complete all activities and tasks outlined in the PowerPoint 'Reality Vs Fiction'.
Thursday 12th November (QMS)
Reading lesson- Oh My Gods- Lesson 4
Friday 13th November (QMS)
Non-fiction reading: reading a speech

	9EN4
	Mrs Jagpal
	Monday 9th November 
Reality vs Fiction – Noughts and Crosses lesson 4.
Tuesday 10th November 
Reality vs Fiction – Noughts and Crosses lesson 5.
Thursday 12th November 
Reality vs Fiction – Noughts and Crosses lesson 6.
Friday 13th November 
Reality vs Fiction – Noughts and Crosses lesson 7.
Homework: seneca tasks.


	9EN5
	Miss Shami and Miss Saiyed
	Monday 9th November 2026 (JAS)
Reading Lesson – We are Displaced
Wednesday 11th November (QMS)
Speech writing lesson
Thursday 12th November (QMS)
Work through lesson on OMaM- Section 3

	9EN6 
	Miss Mohamed
	Monday 9th November 2026 
Complete all activities and tasks outlined in the PowerPoint 'L2 – Reality Vs Fiction'.

Wednesday 11th November 2026 
Complete all activities and tasks outlined in the PowerPoint 'L3 – Reality Vs Fiction'

Thursday 12th November 2026 
Complete all activities and tasks outlined in the PowerPoint 'L4 – Reality Vs Fiction'


	9EN7
	Mrs Dhansey and Miss Shami
	Monday 9th November 2026 (NBD)
Complete all activities and tasks outlined in the PowerPoint 'L2 – Reality Vs Fiction'.

Wednesday 11th November 2026 (NBD)
Complete all activities and tasks outlined in the PowerPoint 'L3 – Reality Vs Fiction'

Thursday 12th November 2026 (NBD)
Complete all activities and tasks outlined in the PowerPoint 'L4 – Reality Vs Fiction'

Thursday 12th November 2026 (JAS)
Reading Lesson – We are Displaced



	9EN8
	Miss Hunter 
	Monday 9th November
Complete all activities and tasks outlined in the PowerPoint 'L2 – Reality Vs Fiction'.

Wednesday 11th November 
Complete all activities and tasks outlined in the PowerPoint 'L2 – Reality Vs Fiction'.

Thursday 12th November 
Complete all activities and tasks outlined in the PowerPoint 'L2 – Reality Vs Fiction'.



















	Year 10

	Head of Department: Mr G. Edwards g.edwards@holte.bham.sch.uk

	What is your child learning this term? 

	This half term we will be looking at AQA GCSE English language Paper One – Creative Reading and Writing. We will be working on Section B of the exam which focuses on creative writing. Following this, pupils will begin to study one of the set texts for English Literature: A Christmas Carol. Pupils will recap the plot of the novel and start to learn about characters and themes in more detail. 

	Class
	Teacher
	Lessons, including homework deadlines & resources

	10EN1
	Mrs Dhansey
	Monday 9th November 2026 
Complete all activities and tasks outlined in the PowerPoint 'Romeo and Juliet'.

Wednesday 11th November 2026 
Complete all activities and tasks outlined in the PowerPoint 'Romeo and Juliet'.

Thursday 12th November 2026 
Complete all activities and tasks outlined in the PowerPoint 'Romeo and Juliet'.

Friday 13th November 2026 
Complete all activities and tasks outlined in the PowerPoint 'Romeo and Juliet'.


	10EN2
	
Miss Mohamed & Miss Saiyed
	Monday 9th November (QMS)
Walking, Talking Mock- Section A
Thursday 12th November (QMS)
Complete Section A, Language Paper 1 exam.
Wednesday 11th November 2026 
Complete all activities and tasks outlined in the PowerPoint 'Romeo and Juliet'.
Friday 13th November 2026 
Complete all activities and tasks outlined in the PowerPoint 'Romeo and Juliet'.
Homework: Learn criteria/mark scheme and sentence starters for all questions- section A

	10EN3
	Miss Hunter and Mrs Jagpal
	Monday 9th November (Miss Hunter)
Complete all activities and tasks outlined in the PowerPoint 'Romeo and Juliet'.

Wednesday 11th November (SUJ)
Language paper 1 section b – applying devices.
Thursday 12th November (SUJ)
Language paper 1 section B.
Friday 13th November (Miss Hunter)
Complete all activities and tasks outlined in the PowerPoint 'A Christmas Carol'.


	10EN4
	Miss Shami & Mrs Ali
	Monday 9th November (SAL)
Literature Paper 2-Poetry Anthology
Wednesday 11th November 2026 (JAS)
Language Paper 1, Section B
Thursday 12th November (SAL)
Literature Paper 2-Poetry Anthology
Friday 13th November (SAL)
Literature Paper 2-Poetry Anthology
Homework-Complete Seneca Tasks


	10EN5
	Mrs Jagpal and Mr Edwards
	Monday 9th November (SUJ)
A Christmas Carol – retrieval lesson.
Tuesday 10th November (SUJ)
A Christmas Carol – stave 1 – Scrooge writing practice.
Wednesday 11th November (Mr Edwards)
Creative writing lesson 1
Thursday 12th November (Mr Edwards)
Creative writing lesson 2
Friday 13th November (SUJ)
A Christmas Carol – stave 1 – Scrooge writing practice.
Homework: Seneca tasks on ACC.

	10EN6










	
Ms Sadique
	Monday 9th November 2026
Romeo & Juliet: Act 3 analysis.
Tuesday 10th November 2026
Romeo & Juliet: assessment.
Wednesday 11th November 2026
English Language Paper 1 Section B writing.
Thursday 12th November 2026
English Language Paper 1 Section B writing.
Friday 13th November 2026
English Language Paper 1 Section B writing.
Homework: Seneca tasks.

	10EN7
	Mrs Dhansey and Mr Harrison
	Monday 9th November 2026 (Mr Harrison)
English Language Paper 1 recap

Wednesday 11th November 2026 (Ms Dhansey)
Complete all activities and tasks outlined in the PowerPoint 'Romeo and Juliet'.

Wednesday 11th November 2026 (Mr Harrison)
English language Paper 1 Question 2

Thursday 12th November 2026 (Ms Dhansey)
Complete all activities and tasks outlined in the PowerPoint 'Romeo and Juliet'.

Friday 13th November 2026 (Ms Dhansey) 
Complete all activities and tasks outlined in the PowerPoint 'Romeo and Juliet'.

	10EN8
	Miss Shami & Miss Hunter
	Monday 9th November 2026 (JAS)
Complete all activities and tasks outlined in the PowerPoint 'ACC'.
Wednesday 11th November 2026 (JAS)
Complete all activities and tasks outlined in the PowerPoint 'ACC'.
Thursday 12th November 2026 (JAS)
Complete all activities and tasks outlined in the PowerPoint 'ACC'.
Friday 13th November 2026 (JAS)
Complete all activities and tasks outlined in the PowerPoint 'ACC'.

















	Year 11

	Head of Department: Mr G. Edwards g.edwards@holte.bham.sch.uk

	What is your child learning this term? 

	During this half term pupils will recap and revise the requirements of English Language Paper 2. Pupils will be given guidance on how to improve their analysis of non-fiction and their own non-fiction writing. In English Literature, pupils will develop their understanding of An Inspector Calls and several of the poems from the Power and Conflict anthology. Pupils will be revising for their PPEs in November.  

	Class
	Teacher
	Lessons, including homework deadlines & resources

	11EN1
	Mrs Jagpal and Mr Harrison
	Tuesday 10th November (SUJ)
Unseen poetry practice. 
Wednesday 11th November 2026 (Mr Harrison)
English Language paper 2 question 2 and 3
Unseen poetry practice.
Friday 13th November 2026 (Mr Harrison)
English Language paper 2 question 4

	11EN2
	Miss Hunter
	Tuesday 10th November
English Literature – Power and Conflict
 
Wednesday 11th November 
English Language Paper 2 – Section B 

Friday 12th November 
English Language Paper 2 – Section B


	11EN3
	Mrs Ali
	Tuesday 10th November
English Language Paper 2 – Section B writing
Wednesday 11th November
English Language Paper 2 – Section B writing
Friday 13th November
English Language Paper 2 – Section B writing
Homework- Complete Seneca Tasks


	11EN4
	Miss Mohamed & Mr Edwards
	Tuesday 10th November 2026 (Miss Mohamed)
English Language Paper 2 – Section B writing
Wednesday 11th November 2026 (Miss Mohamed)
English Language Paper 2 – Section B writing
Wednesday 11th November (Mr Edwards)
Poppies 
Friday 13th November (Mr Edwards)
Unseen Poetry

	11EN5

	Mrs Dhansey
Ms Sadique
	Monday 9th November 2026 (Ms Sadique)
English Language Paper 2 – Section B writing.

Tuesday 10th November 2026 (Ms Dhansey)
English Literature – An Inspector Calls

Friday 13th November 2026 (Ms Dhansey)
English Literature – Power and Conflict

Homework:

	11EN6
	Mrs Jagpal and Miss Hunter
	Monday 9th November (SUJ)
Unseen poetry practice.
Tuesday 10th November (Miss Hunter)
English Language Paper 2 – Section B
Friday 13th November (SUJ)
Unseen poetry practice.


	11EN7
	Miss Shami & Miss Ali
	Monday 9th November (SAL)
English Language Paper 2 – Section B writing.
Tuesday 10th November (SAL)
English Language Paper 2 – Section B writing.
Homework-Complete Seneca Tasks
Friday 13th November 2026 (JAS)
Literature Paper 2 – Section B, Poetry

	11EN8
	Miss Mohamed & Mr Edwards
	Monday 9th November (Mr Edwards)
Poppies 

Friday 13th November 2026 (Miss Mohamed)
English Language Paper 2 – Section B writing














	6th Form

	Head of Department: Mr G. Edwards g.edwards@holte.bham.sch.uk

	What is your child learning this term? 

	This half term, pupils in year 12 will continue to study the three separate units for English A Level Language and Literature. In Unit 1 pupils will develop their knowledge and understanding of
spoken language texts from the Anthology. In Unit 2, pupils will begin to study a range of unseen non-fiction texts.
In year 13, pupils will continue to write first drafts of their coursework folder, and revise for the mock exams in November.


	Class
	Teacher
	Lessons, including homework deadlines & resources

	12AEN1

	
Mr Edwards & 
Mr Harrison

	Monday 9th November (Mr Edwards)
Introduction to unseen non-fiction
Tuesday 10th November 2026 (Mr Harrison)
Anthology – Maya Aneglou text context and analysis. 
Wednesday 11th November 2026 (Mr Harrison)
Anthology – Maya Aneglou text context and analysis.

	13AEN1



	
Mr Edwards & 
Ms Sadique
	Monday 9th November (Mr Edwards) 
Othello and Gatsby feedback and revision
Tuesday 10th November 2026 (Ms Sadique)
A Streetcar Named Desire:  revision.
Friday 13th November 2026 (MS Sadique)
A Streetcar Named Desire: revision.
Homework:
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