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KS1 Reading Spine
“A reading spine is a core of books that create a living library inside a child’s mind. Schools that create a Reading Spine build a common bank of stories that bind the community together.” Pie Corbett 

Rationale 
At St John’s, our Reading Spine is a carefully curated collection of both modern and classic texts that reflect the interests, diversity and needs of our children. Each text has been thoughtfully selected to align with our whole-school curriculum drivers: diversity, enrichment and knowledge. Our chosen texts broaden children’s vocabulary, expose them to rich and ambitious language and provide meaningful opportunities for deeper comprehension and inference. They capture imaginations and inspire pupils to read as writers and write as readers. Through high-quality literature, children encounter strong models of sentence structure, grammar and story language, supporting them to develop as confident and skilled communicators. We ensure that children experience stories they can relate to, alongside texts that open windows into the wider world beyond their own lived experiences. In doing so, we nurture empathy, tolerance, prior knowledge and cultural capital. The diversity of our school community is reflected in the settings, protagonists and authors represented across our Reading Spine.
Texts are carefully matched to each year group to ensure appropriate challenge in both word reading and comprehension. Alongside the core texts that children study in depth, our Reading Spine also includes a rich range of wider reading that deepens understanding of particular topics, genres and authors. At St John’s, we are committed to fostering a culture where reading for pleasure thrives. Storytime is an essential part of every day, providing opportunities for children to engage in lively discussion, develop their thinking and build a genuine love of books. In addition, pupils read a wide range of phonetically decodable texts through shared and guided reading sessions, ensuring strong foundations in early reading.
Through our Reading Spine, we aim to equip every child with the skills, knowledge and enthusiasm to become a lifelong reader.


	Year 1
	The Snail and the Whale – Julia Donaldson
Zog – Julia Donaldson
Oi frog – Kes Gray
Cops and robbers – Janet & Allan Ahlberg
Avocado baby – John Burningham 
Beegu – Alexis Deacon
Barbara throws a wobbler – Nadia Shireen
My name is a gift – Zeshan Akhter
Six dinner Sid – Inga Moore
The day the crayons quit – Drew Daywalt
The café at the edge of the woods – Mikey Please
Wolves – Emily Gravett

	Year 2 
	The flower – John Light
Gorilla – Anthony Browne
Meerkat mail – Emily Gravett
Dr Xargles book of Earthlets – Jeanne Willis
Don’t look in this book – Samuel Langley-Swain
Not now Bernard – David McKee
The proudest blue – Nadia Shireen
Amazing Grace – Mary Hoffman
Dimple and the boo – Pip Jones
Our tower – Joseph Coelho
The owl who was afraid of the dark – Jill Tomlinson
Giraffe and the pely and me – Roald Dahl
Flat stanley – Jeff Brown
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