
Blackawton Primary School 

NEWSLETTER  

  

 

Creative - Confident - Caring 

We educate children so they can lead great lives 

 
Dear Parents and Carers   
 
The run-up to Christmas is always such a wonderful and exciting time 
of year in school. The coming weeks promise to be full of learning,  
creativity, and celebration — from class projects and educational visits 
to performances, nativities, and festive events. It’s a term where the 
school feels especially alive with joy, energy, and that unmistakable 
sense of anticipation that comes with this season. 
 
We know, however, that this half term can also be a very busy time for families. Between 
school events, work commitments, and festive preparations, it can sometimes feel like there’s a 
lot to juggle. Please do remember to pace yourselves, take time to rest, and look after your 
wellbeing. 
 
As always, we’re here to support you. If there’s ever a way we can help — whether that’s with 
learning, wellbeing, or just a listening ear — please don’t hesitate to get in touch. Our door is 
always open, and we’re more than happy to work together to make sure every child and family 
feels supported and valued. 
 
We’re really looking forward to sharing this half term with you all — a time full of laughter, 
learning, and plenty of Christmas sparkle! 
 
Thank you for your continued support. Have a wonderful weekend. 
 
Best wishes 
 
Liam Fielding and Charlotte Buckle 
Headteacher       Deputy Head 
 

 

Friday 7th November 2025 
Attendance to date 

Class 1 96% 

Class 2 96% 

Class 3 95% 

Class 4 96% 

Class 5 92% 

National 
expectation 

96% 



CHECK:  

Candlelit date 

‘Secondary School Life’ 

EYFS FC fun run 

 

 

 

 

Monday 10 November 2025 ‘Odd socks day’ to mark the start of Anti-Bullying Week 

Monday 10 November 2025 NSPCC workshops; Yr2, Yr5 and Yr6 

Tuesday 11 November 2025 Whole school remembrance service, top playground at 11:00 

Wednesday 12 November 2025 Recycle Devon visit to school 

Friday 14 November 2025 Author visiting KS2: Kieran Larwood 

Monday 17 November 2025 Washwalk Farm, Yr6 

Tuesday 18 November 2025 London, Yr5 and Yr6  

Wednesday 19 November 2025 SEND Parent Forum, 2:00 to 2:30pm 

Friday 21 November 2025 Children In Need 

Tuesday 25 November 2025 ‘Secondary school life’ talk to Yr6 

25, 26,  27 November 2025 Parents evening 

Monday 8 December 2025  Wreath making evening (book your place via fobs.org.uk)  

Tuesday 9 December 2025 EYFS Christmas trip  (book via fobs.org.uk)   

Wednesday 10 December 2025 Whole school Christmas lunch 

Wednesday 10 December 2025 Parent / Carer forum, 5:30pm 

Thursday 11 December 2025 EYFS Father Christmas run 

Friday 12 December 2025 Cake sale (Yellow House) 

Monday 15 December 2025 OR                  

Tuesday 16 December 2025 

Class 2, 3, 4 and 5 Candlelit Service in the church 

Tuesday 16 December 2025 Nursery and Reception nativity in the church, 2:15 to 3pm 

Wednesday 17 December 2025 Panto trip (Yr1 to Yr6)  (book via fobs.org.uk)  

Thursday 18 December 2025 Open classroom, 2:30 to 3pm 

Thursday 18 December 2025 EYFS Christmas party 

Friday 19 December 2025 Last day of term 

Monday 5 January 2026 Back to school 

 Please note—More dates to come.  

Further school trips being organised, tbc. 

Finer details will be sent closer to events. 



CLASS ‘SNAPPY’ NEWS 

“Starting term off with a bang!” 

 

Nursery 
We’ve had sounds of Ooooh!, Aaah, Bang, Pop! This 
week getting ready for Bonfire night. We have all 
enjoyed a trip down to the bonfire and was amazed 
how big it looks already. We’ve been singing songs 
about fireworks and pretending to be rockets and 
sparklers with some great movements. We’ve also 
learnt how to keep                                                     
safe during                                                                             
firework/bonfire                                                                   
night too. 

 

 

 

  

 

Class 2 
We have settled right back into amazing learning in 
Class 2 this week.  

We have completed our unit in maths on addition and 
subtraction and now are exploring the place value of 
numbers from 0 to 100. We are loving using 
boardgames to practise counting and       exploring 
numbers in their tens and ones.  

In English we have explored the past and present 
tense as verb detectives.  

In PE we have started our new sports of netball and 
tag rugby.  

Class 3  

Class 3 have been very busy this week! We’ve just started our 
new Maths unit all about addition and subtraction. Everyone 
is working hard to practise new strategies! In English, we 
have been writing our own stories about Lennox visiting  
England, using the same style as the book Gregory Cool. Our 
stories are full of great conversations adding speech to move 
the story forward. In History, we’ve been learning about why 
the Anglo-Saxons created their own villages and how they 
didn’t use the old Roman buildings after the Romans left Brit-
ain. To bring our learning to life, we even made our own mini 
Anglo-Saxon villages in creative dioramas, understanding 
everyone worked together and did their bit! In PE, we had a 
great time playing netball — even though we got completely 
soaked in the rain! Everyone joined in with big smiles and 
brilliant teamwork, making it a PE lesson to remember. It’s 
been a fantastic (and very fizzy!) start to the term! 

Class 4 
 

This week in Science, Class 4 have begun learning all 
about the digestive system and the fascinating role that 
saliva plays in helping us break down food. The children 
have enjoyed exploring how our bodies process what we 
eat and have been making some exciting discoveries 
along the way!  

In Maths, we’ve been investigating prime numbers, 
square numbers and cube numbers, deepening our under-
standing of how these special types of numbers are con-
nected.  

It’s been a busy and engaging start to the term, with plen-
ty of curiosity and enthusiasm in every lesson! 

Class 1 
 

This week has gone with a 
whizz, pop, bang and          
sizzle.....Class 1 has      
enjoyed exploring Bonfire 
Night and all the sounds, 
colours and movement that 
it brings. It was exciting to 
walk to the park on    
Thursday and check up on 
the preparations for our 
village bonfire this    
weekend. 

 

 

 

Class 5 have had a great first week back.   

We have seen the results of our most recent tie-dying and 
agree that we have upskilled ourselves ready for the final 
piece now.  We have also enjoyed portrait drawing and 
getting down to the finer details of drawing the intricate 
parts of the human eye.   

In maths, we have been looking at the order or calculations 
and how it makes a difference between getting it right and 
getting it wrong.   

We have  also started our final drafts of adventure story 
writing. 

Class 5 



 

 

 

 

 
Forest School Newsletter –  “Remember, remember the 5th of November…” 

This week at Forest School, we’ve been sparkling with creativity and adventure! Our little  
explorers celebrated Fireworks Week with a bang — quite literally (in spirit, of course). 

The children have been full of energy, creativity, and curiosity as they explored all things 
bright and sparkly. They began by making their own sparklers using natural materials. Next 
came some wonderful bonfire pictures, full of bold colours that captured the excitement of 
fireworks night. The fun didn’t stop there — the children also designed and painted their 
own wooden medals, each one decorated with colourful bursts inspired by fireworks in the 
night sky. 

And of course, the highlight of the week was when they built a real bonfire! Together, they 
collected sticks and logs, learning about fire safety, teamwork, and the science of fire. The 
children even had a chance to use flint and steel to spark the flames — a brilliant way to 
experience how fires were traditionally made. There was such a sense of excitement and 
pride as the first sparks caught and the bonfire began to glow! 

We’ve had a wonderful week celebrating outdoors. The children have shown great creativity, 
cooperation, and enthusiasm — and we’re so proud of everything they’ve achieved. 

Here’s to more exciting adventures in Forest School this term! 
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Blackawton Primary School Presents 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
  

We are excited to announce we are organising our very own House Team Events to raise 

awareness for BBC Children in Need. We are so excited to be getting involved and can’t 

wait to get everyone together on Friday 14 November for a fun-filled day, organised by 

our House Team captains. We’re raising money to help fund projects and people that 

provide vital support to children when they need it most right across the UK. Too many 

children across the UK are facing life’s toughest moments alone.  

As a whole school, we are challenging every child, parent, carer to donate 25 coins to fill 

a large 25 chalked out in the school… this will form our whole school donation to the 

BBC Children in Need appeal.   

If you would like to donate more generously, you can do via the just giving 

link:  
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Eco News 

 

 

 

 

 

Competition - Crocus Bulb  Creation Competition: 
Crocus planting fun - for the whole school.  If you would like to enter, we ask that you plant your bulbs as a family this Autumn 
and bring to school Mid January for judging.  Prizes for: 

• Most colourful blooms, 

• Prettiest crocuses 
Unusual design  
The blooms will then be planted in the  
 
How to grow a crocus: 
Crocus bulbs should be planted from September to December. to allow roots to develop before 
winter. Plant them about 3-4 inches (8-10 cm) deep in well-drained soil, with the pointed side  
facing up. Planting time can extend as late as December, as long as the ground isn't frozen. 

We have purchased a new bird feeding station , to encourage different birds to our grounds 
ahead of Bird Watching Week 2026.  If you have any feeders you would like to donate to the 

school, please do drop them into the school office.   



Blackawton Primary School Noticeboard 

Visiting author coming to school on Friday 14 November:  

Kieran Larwood 
 

We’re very excited to share that award-winning children’s author Kieran Larwood will be 
visiting our school on Friday 14th November, thanks to generous funding from FOBS.  
  
Kieran is best known for his much-loved Podkin One-Ear series and the thrilling Dragon 
Runners books, which have captured the imaginations of readers across the country.  
 
His  visit promises to be an inspiring day for children in Years 3, 4, 5 and 6, as he talks 
about his stories, characters, and what it’s like to be a writer. 
 
There will also be a book signing opportunity on the day, and pupils will be able to purchase 
Kieran’s books if they wish. Details about book prices and the exact timing of the signing 
will be shared soon. We’re delighted to be able to offer this exciting opportunity for our 
pupils to meet a real author and celebrate the joy of reading together! 
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SEND Signpost 
 

 
   
  

 

 

 Vicky Llewellyn 
 SENDCo 
 

We’d like to let you know about Devon Information Advice and Support (DIAS); a free,                
confidential and impartial service for families of children and young people aged 0–25 with    
special educational needs or disabilities (SEND).  
 
DIAS offers clear, practical advice to help you understand how SEND support works in schools, 
what to expect from Education, Health and Care (EHC) plans, and how to make sure your child’s 
needs and voice are heard as they move through education.  
 
You can find out more on their website: www.devonias.org.uk 
 
If you ever have questions or concerns about your child’s progress, or think they might need 
some extra support, DIAS is a great place to start. They can help you prepare for meetings,     
explain the SEND process, and share useful resources to help you work closely with your child’s 
teachers.  
 

https://devonias.org.uk?utm_source=chatgpt.com


 

 

Miss Burt’s Recommended Read:  
 

The Firework-Maker’s Daughter by Philip Pullman  
 

As Bonfire Night lights up the skies, what better time to 
dive into a story bursting with colour, courage, and    
creativity? 

Philip Pullman’s The Firework-Maker’s Daughter follows 
Lila, a young girl who dreams of becoming a great    
firework-maker like her father. But when she sets off 
alone on a daring journey to find the secret ingredient of 
fireworks - the mysterious Fire-Fiend - she learns that 
true brilliance comes not just from magic, but from  
bravery, friendship, and believing in yourself. 

This beautifully written adventure sparkles with         
imagination, humour, and heart - perfect for readers 
who love stories of discovery, determination, and a touch 
of danger. 
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Christmas Shoebox Appeal: 

A message from Rachel Moss 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A big thank you to all who brought in shoeboxes , or donations for shoeboxes. I delivered 
a total of 38 boxes from Blackawton School & Village community.  

This is the most I have  collected in the years I've been supporting this  amazing pro-
ject.  

All these boxes will be travelling to Ukraine & Moldova, where I know the children will be 
so, so happy and excited to receive their gifts.  

Thank you very much everyone.  

Music News 

Class 1 have begun learning about musical pitch, and had lots of fun tracing Sammy the Snake with 
their voices.   

Class 2 have started learning about instrument families and the different sounds that different types of 
instruments make.   

This week our learning was based on the story of Peter and the Wolf. We will listen to various genres 
of Christmas music and discover some of the many different styles and sounds of the season.  

Class 3 are increasing their bank of notes on recorders and ocarinas.  This will lead to playing a little 
something Christmassy as the weeks go by.  

One group of KS2 children are tackling song-writing this term, whilst the other group are forging ahead 
with playing as an ensemble.  They are building on skills learnt last term and understanding how 
chords play a part in accompanying songs.  Glockenspiels allow the children to visualise the chord and 
choose which notes of the chord they wish to play.  Both groups will play/sing seasonal pieces by 
Christmas.  
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After School Club is available from Mondays to Thursdays for pupils in Reception to Year 6 

3:20pm to 4:30pm: £6                                                                                                         

3:20pm to 5:30pm: £8 



 

Blackawton Primary School Noticeboard 
 

 



 

Blackawton Primary School Noticeboard 
 

 

 



 

Blackawton Primary School Noticeboard 

 

 
 

 

 



 

Blackawton Primary School Noticeboard 
 

Available in school! 
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