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Progression of Substantive Knowledge in KS1 (I know…..) 

 

 KS1 Cycle A 

Musicianship: 
understanding music 

I know the difference between a steady beat and a pattern of long/short sounds (rhythm). 
I recognise and maintain a steady beat.  
I understand pitch and matching notes accurately.   
I understand and apply dynamics and expression.   
I can analyse how dynamics and tempo affect storytelling in a song. 
I understand and can use musical vocabulary. 

Listening: 
respond/analyse 

I know how to identify and classify sounds and notes as high, low, or middle pitch. 
I can analyse how dynamics and tempo affect storytelling in a song. 

Singing I understand how to be a good singer. 
I  know song structure (verse, chorus, dynamics) 

Notation  I know how to represent music with symbols.  



I know some musical notation.  

Playing instruments  I know how to play tuned and untuned percussion. 
I recognise orchestral instruments and where they belong  within an orchestra. 

Creating: composing  
 

I use voice, body, and instruments to discover different sound 
I listen to others’ ideas and adapt their own 
I understand what composition means. 
I can describe the difference between creating and performing. 
I understand the difference between creating a rhythm pattern and a pitch pattern  

Performance I know how to perform and how to improve my performance.  
I can perform a selection of pieces to an audience with good timing and expression. 

 

Progression of Disciplinary Skills in KS1 (I can …..) 

 

 
 

 Year 1 Year 2 

Musicians
hip: 
understan
ding music 

I can clearly distinguish between pitch and rhythmic patterns and identify if a pitch is 
moving up or down. 
I can create and perform simple, repeating rhythmic patterns (e.g., ABAB).  
I can use movement to represent pitch shape. 

I can tell the difference between pitch and rhythm and say if a pitch goes up or down. 
I can create and perform simple repeating rhythms. 
I can use movement to show the shape of a melody or pitch. 

 

Listening: 
respond/a
nalyse 

I can listen attentively and use simple musical vocabulary (e.g., loud, soft, fast, slow) to 
describe and compare pieces of music. 

I can listen attentively and use simple musical vocabulary (dynamics, tempo, pitch) 
I can listen attentively to others. 

Singing I can sing with accurate pitch-matching on simple melodies and clear diction. 
I can enjoy singing songs and join in with confidence, showing that I am engaged and having 
a good time.  
 I can sing loudly or quietly, fast or slow, and know the difference. 

I can maintain an accurate pitch (in tune) and control the volume (dynamics) and speed 
(tempo) when singing.  
I can use good posture and controlled breathing to help my voice sound clear and strong. 

Notation  I can explore ways of representing high and low sounds, and long and short sounds, using 
symbols and any appropriate means of notation.  

I can explore ways of representing high and low sounds, and long and short sounds, using 
symbols and any appropriate means of notation.  
I can explore standard notation, using crotchets, quavers, minims and semibreves, and simple 
combinations of different sets of notes.  
I can identify hand signals as notation, and recognise music notation on a stave of five lines 



Playing 
instrumen
ts  

I can perform simple rhythmic patterns in time with a steady beat using body percussion 
or simple classroom instruments. 
I can demonstrate my understanding of the dynamic forte. 
I can rehearse and learn to play a simple melodic instrumental part by ear or from simple 
notation. 

I can maintain a rhythm pattern accurately, even when others are playing a different 
rhythm (ensemble work).  
I can explain and demonstrate what the dynamic forte is. 
I can rehearse and learn to play a simple melodic instrumental part by ear or from notation,  

Creating: 
composing  
 

I can make a short piece of music with two different parts. 
I can choose sounds and rhythms to make my music fun to listen to 
 

I can compose short pieces with contrasting sections (A and B).  
I can choose and combine different sounds, textures, and rhythmic ideas to achieve a specific 
effect. 
I can create 4-bar melodies, integrating rests and dynamic markings.  

Performa
nce 

 I can sing in tune/perform with others, listening carefully to match pitch and stay together 
as a group. 
I enjoy singing songs and join in with confidence, showing that I am engaged and having a 
good time.  
I am beginning to provide constructive peer feedback.  
I am beginning to reflect: about my own  personal progress. 

I can use gestures, facial expressions, and movements to bring the story or mood of the 
song to life.  
I can perform familiar songs/pieces to a small, supportive group with growing confidence.  
I can refine pitch and rhythm accuracy under performance conditions.  
I can provide constructive peer feedback.  
I can reflect: articulating my personal progress. 
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