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Friday 24th April 2026 

Dear St Mary’s Community, 

I want to start by saying a huge thank you to all our families. You have been so kind and welcoming since I 
started at our school! 
 
One of my favourite moments so far was leading my first worship. We talked about 'Hope' and how we can 
all be 'hope builders' in our school community. We talked about three simple ways to help others: 
 

• Listening when someone needs to talk. 
• Helping out whenever we can. 
• Encouraging each other so we can all do our best. 

 
Doing Our Best in Class: The St Mary’s Way 
I have been working with our teachers to create our St Mary’s Teaching and Learning Model. 
 
This plan is like a guidebook for our classrooms. It makes sure that every teacher uses the same approaches 
to help our pupils learn. Whether it’s how we give extra help with challenging work through careful questioning 
or providing additional resources or how we mark pupils’ books, we want to make sure it is the same in every 
classroom - a consistent offer for all. 
 
This is our promise to our pupils: no matter which class you are in, we will use the best tools to help you grow 
and succeed! 

 
With best wishes from Mrs Emily Evans (Headteacher) 

St Mary’s C of E Primary School 

Growing our community together 

‘Welcome, Nurture, Grow, Flourish’ 

 



We are delighted to welcome Mrs Hampton to St Mary’s this term 
as she takes on the role of Year 1 classteacher. Mrs Hampton is 
enjoying getting to know the children and families in year 1 and 
they have already made a great start to the summer term! 
 
Last week, Year 2 had some exciting news as Mr Hampshire 
welcomed a beautiful, healthy baby girl into his family. 

Congratulations to the Hampshire family! We hope you are enjoying your time together settling in to being a 
family of four and we look forward to welcoming Mr Hampshire back to school next week. 
 
 
Update from Rosemary Hafeez, Chair of the Interim Executive Board (IEB) 
 
We are delighted that Mrs Emily Evans has now started as the Headteacher across both St Mary’s and St 
Paul’s primary schools. She is supported by her leadership team, Mrs Clare Quinn (Deputy and SENCO at 
St Mary’s) and Mrs Sharon Grifith (Deputy at St Paul’s and Partnership Lead SENCO across both 
schools).  
 
The IEB met with Mrs Evans last week at our monthly meeting. We heard about your children’s learning 
and their achievements in reading (including phonics), writing and mathematics. 
 
Between these monthly meetings, we will join Mrs Evans and her leadership team to see first-hand how 
and what your children learn. This means we can offer support for the school’s ongoing improvement plan. 
While many children are doing well, more work is needed to ensure that all of our children achieve as well 
as possible and in line with national expectations for these key subjects.  
 
One of our board members met a few parents at the parents’ evening before Easter. It was very useful to 
hear these perspectives. Thank you to those of you for talking to her about your experiences at St Mary’s. 
We are planning on surveying your views in a more structured manner after the May half term break. 
  
Mrs Evans told us how she and her staff plan to secure even more effective teaching and learning. They 
are enthusiastically developing and improving their practice so that your children develop a deeper 
understanding, retaining and building on their new knowledge. 
 
Before we left, we had lunch with some of your children from Year 6. Those we spoke to liked learning and 
were excited to tell us about their favourite subjects, their friends and activities at St Mary’s, including clubs 
and trips out of school. 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support for your children and our school. 
 

 

Collective Worship 

Our very first act of collective worship this term was lead by Revd Nicholas 

who welcomed Mrs Evans to St Mary’s as our new headteacher. We have 

since been hearing about the events following Jesus’ resurrection at Easter, 

as described in the Bible. Through these stories of 

Jesus appearing to his friends, we have explored the 

concepts of joy, doubt, courage, hope and 

forgiveness.  

One of the stories we have heard is the story often known as ‘Doubting Thomas’ 

(John 20.24-29) We thought about how Thomas showed courage by being honest 

about his doubts and asking questions about what the other disciples had told him 

and how being brave enough to ask questions can help us to learn and 

understand new things this term. 

 

 

 



Launching our Learning for Summer Term 

We have had a fantastic start to the summer across the school. Over the first two weeks of term, children 

have been introduced to the new themes and topics that they will be learning about this term. Whether it is 

being immersed into a new book, exploring a new maths concept, developing physical and creative skills or 

finding out about the world around us the buzz of new learning can be felt wherever you go. Take a look 

below at some of the things we’ve been up to at St Mary’s. 

            

  

 

 

Aqua Babies & Kiddies Surrey are excited to share that swimming lessons are 
returning to Chessington Pool, located in the grounds of St Paul’s CE Primary School! 
We are a 5.0 star swim school that has proudly served families across Surrey for over 
8 years, and we’re excited to now welcome families back to our newly opened and 
refurbished pool. 
For primary school-aged children, our lessons focus on building confidence and water 

safety, whilst also progressing swimmers through structured stages that build strong technique across all 
strokes. Children develop the confidence and competency expected at each level while fostering a lifelong 
love of swimming - we love seeing our students excited for their lessons each week!  
Aqua Babies & Kiddies lessons are supportive and conducted in a small-
group environment, helping children feel calm, capable and happy in the 
water. 
To view and book our April / May class timetables, please visit 
www.aquababiessurrey.com/swimming-lessons-chessington or send us a 
WhatsApp on 07766242572. 
We can’t wait to welcome St Mary's families back to the pool and see it 
thriving again at the heart of the local school community.  



Online Safety 

Digital devices are woven into everyday life for children and young people, but balancing the benefits with 

potential risks can feel challenging. Written with schools and families in mind, this guide shares practical, 
realistic advice for setting boundaries, encouraging open conversations and building digital literacy.   



 

Summer 2026 Term 1  
Monday 13 April 2026 to Friday 22 May 2026 

(including bank holiday on 4 May) 

13/4/26 INSET day (pupils do not attend) 

14/4/26 First day back for pupils 

4/5/26 Early May Bank Holiday pupils do not attend 

6/5/26 Year 6 visit to Hindu Temple 

18/5/26 Butterfly Class Assembly (2.45pm) 

22/5/26 Last day of half term school finishes at 3:20pm 

23/5/26-
31/5/26 

Half term break 

Summer 2026 Term 2  
Monday 1 June 2026 to Monday 20 July 2026 

1/6/26 First day back for pupils 

18/6/26 Reception, Year 1 & Year 2 Sports Day (9am-12noon) 

19/6/26 Year 3, 4, 5 & 6 Sports Day (9am-12noon) 

22/6/26 Class Photographs 

17/7/26 Last day of academic year school ends at 1:15pm 

20/7/26 INSET day (pupils do not attend) 

21/7/26 – 
3/09/26 

Summer holiday break 

 


