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St Mary’s C of E Primary School
Growing our community together

Dear St Mary’s Community,

| want to start by saying a huge thank you to all our families. You have been so kind and welcoming since |
started at our school!

One of my favourite moments so far was leading my first worship. We talked about 'Hope' and how we can
all be 'hope builders' in our school community. We talked about three simple ways to help others:

e Listening when someone needs to talk.
e Helping out whenever we can.
¢ Encouraging each other so we can all do our best.

Doing Our Best in Class: The St Mary’s Way
| have been working with our teachers to create our St Mary’s Teaching and Learning Model.

This plan is like a guidebook for our classrooms. It makes sure that every teacher uses the same approaches
to help our pupils learn. Whether it's how we give extra help with challenging work through careful questioning
or providing additional resources or how we mark pupils’ books, we want to make sure it is the same in every
classroom - a consistent offer for all.

This is our promise to our pupils: no matter which class you are in, we will use the best tools to help you grow
and succeed!

The St Mary's Teaching and Learning Model: A Framework for Excellence
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Validating Knowledge
via True/False Activities
Present statements for students
to validate, encouraging critical
thinking and the ability to
distinguish between fact and
misconception.

Key Vocabulary and
Success Criteria

«f Careful Task Design

Tasks must be specifically
engineered to be effective for
@ the desired learning outcome

without external help.

Concrete and Visual
Representations
Continue using varied
representations and physical
manipulatives to bridge the

Feedback and

Next Steps

Provide clear guidance on
how students can improve

achieving the learning
objectives.

0dd One Out and
Matching Tasks

Use categorisation tasks where
students identify which item
does not belong, or connect
related concepts, terms, or
images to reinforce memory.

Mini Whiteboards
Facilitate immediate, whole-class
checks for understanding to
ensure every student is prepared
for new content.

2 Truths and a Lie

&) A gamified approach to help
J students diclinguich between

correct information and common
misconceptions.

Making Links
Encourage students to
deliberately connect new
information with previously
learned content.
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With best wishes from Mrs Emily Evans (Headteacher)
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Discussion and
Explanation

Facilitate structured talk to
explore new concepts and
deliver direct instruction that
avoids cognitive overload.

Concrete Examples
and Visual Aids
Provide tan?ible, real-world
instanses of the concept and
use diagrams or pictures to
illustrate abstract or complex
ideas.

Expert Modelling

The teacher demonstrates the
process step-by-step to show
how to complete a task using
expert modelling

techniques.

Purposeful Mistakes
Deliberately include errors in
modelling to teach students
how to identify and correct
them.
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Mini Plenary

Use mid-lesson breaks to check
progress and address common
issues before students move to
independent work.

Effective Use of Support
Coordinate with TAs to provide
targeted assistance to cpecific
students or groups during this
collaborative phase.

Sentence Starters and
Word Banks

Offer writing frames and lists of
key terms to help students
structure their initial responses
and utilise professional
vocabulary.

Visual Scaffolds
Use diagrams and pictures to

guide students through the
'we do" process.

Live Marking and
Feedback

Provide immediate corrections
and guidance while students
are working to prevent the
embedding of errors.

Celebrating Success
Acknowledge high-quality
work and student effort during
the application phase to build
confidence.

Sharing Learning
Allow students to present their

== work or findings to the class to

solidity their own
understanding.

Address
Misconceptions
Actively identify and pivot
instruction if students
demonstrate fundamental
misunderstandings during
independent tasks.

and what they will learn next.

Hinge Questions

Use critical diagnostic
questions that determine
whether the class is ready to
move on to the next topis.

Revisit as Necessary
Be prepared to cycle back to
previous phases if
consolidation reveals gaps in
student understanding.

Developing Editin
Skills el o

Teach students how to refine
and improve their own work
based on the feedback
provided.




—— We are delighted to welcome Mrs Hampton to St Mary’s this term
E l | O M E as she takes on the role of Year 1 classteacher. Mrs Hampton is
enjoying getting to know the children and families in year 1 and
they have already made a great start to the summer term!

v v Last week, Year 2 had some exciting news as Mr Hampshire
welcomed a beautiful, healthy baby girl into his family.
Congratulations to the Hampshire family! We hope you are enjoying your time together settling in to being a
family of four and we look forward to welcoming Mr Hampshire back to school next week.

Update from Rosemary Hafeez, Chair of the Interim Executive Board (IEB)

We are delighted that Mrs Emily Evans has now started as the Headteacher across both St Mary’s and St
Paul’s primary schools. She is supported by her leadership team, Mrs Clare Quinn (Deputy and SENCO at
St Mary’s) and Mrs Sharon Grifith (Deputy at St Paul’s and Partnership Lead SENCO across both
schools).

The IEB met with Mrs Evans last week at our monthly meeting. We heard about your children’s learning
and their achievements in reading (including phonics), writing and mathematics.

Between these monthly meetings, we will join Mrs Evans and her leadership team to see first-hand how
and what your children learn. This means we can offer support for the school’s ongoing improvement plan.
While many children are doing well, more work is needed to ensure that all of our children achieve as well
as possible and in line with national expectations for these key subjects.

One of our board members met a few parents at the parents’ evening before Easter. It was very useful to
hear these perspectives. Thank you to those of you for talking to her about your experiences at St Mary’s.
We are planning on surveying your views in a more structured manner after the May half term break.

Mrs Evans told us how she and her staff plan to secure even more effective teaching and learning. They
are enthusiastically developing and improving their practice so that your children develop a deeper
understanding, retaining and building on their new knowledge.

Before we left, we had lunch with some of your children from Year 6. Those we spoke to liked learning and
were excited to tell us about their favourite subjects, their friends and activities at St Mary’s, including clubs
and trips out of school.

Thank you for your ongoing support for your children and our school.

Collective Worship
Our very first act of collective worship this term was lead by Revd Nicholas gm,ms"a""g._ (ompasswn--

who welcomed Mrs Evans to St Mary’s as our new headteacher. We have w qfﬂfgweﬂessmurage‘“"""'
since been hearing about the events following Jesus’ resurrection at Easter, gentleness Jspett”
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as described in the Bible. Through these stories of stie
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Jesus appearing to his friends, we have explored the Faﬂl;f%lﬁs;
concepts of joy, doubt, courage, hope and e
forgiveness.
One of the stories we have heard is the story often known as ‘Doubting Thomas’
(John 20.24-29) We thought about how Thomas showed courage by being honest
about his doubts and asking questions about what the other disciples had told him
and how being brave enough to ask questions can help us to learn and

AU understand new things this term.




Launching our Learning for Summer Term

We have had a fantastic start to the summer across the school. Over the first two weeks of term, children
have been introduced to the new themes and topics that they will be learning about this term. Whether it is
being immersed into a new book, exploring a new maths concept, developing physical and creative skills or
finding out about the world around us the buzz of new learning can be felt wherever you go. Take a look
below at some of the things we’ve been up to at St Mary’s.
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Aqua Babies & Kiddies Surrey are excited to share that swimming lessons are
. returning to Chessington Pool, located in the grounds of St Paul’'s CE Primary School!
a0 We are a 5.0 star swim school that has proudly served families across Surrey for over
AQUABAEBIES 8years, and we're excited to now welcome families back to our newly opened and
SURREY refurbished pool.

For primary school-aged children, our lessons focus on building confidence and water
safety, whilst also progressing swimmers through structured stages that build strong technique across all
strokes. Children develop the confidence and competency expected at each level while fostering a lifelong
love of swimming - we love seeing our students excited for their lessons each week!

Aqua Babies & Kiddies lessons are supportive and conducted in a small-
group environment, helping children feel calm, capable and happy in the
water.

To view and book our April / May class timetables, please visit
www.aquababiessurrey.com/swimming-lessons-chessington or send us a
WhatsApp on 07766242572.

We can’t wait to welcome St Mary's families back to the pool and see it
thriving again at the heart of the local school community.




Online Safety

Digital devices are woven into everyday life for children and young people, but balancing the benefits with
potential risks can feel challenging. Written with schools and families in mind, this guide shares practical,
realistic advice for setting boundaries, encouraging open conversations and building digital literacy.

At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

What Parents & Educators Need to Know about

Children aged 7 to 14 now spend roughly 3 to 5 hours a day on phones, tablets, consoles, and computers. That
much screen time has parents and educators worried — not just about the hours logged, but about online
safety and the knock-on effects on mental health. This guide brings together practical, expert-backed
strategies so adults can nurture healthier digital habits and help young people thrive both on and offline.

REDUCED PHYSICAL

SLEEP DISRUPTION '
m ACTNITY

Excessive screen time, especially before bed,
can interfere with melatonin production and
delay sleep onset. Children may struggle to Time spent on often
due to poor . ) play and phy This
sleep hygiene linked to late -night device use. = 3 ; lifestyle can contribute to obesity, poor posture
- and reduced cardiovascular health.

ONLINE PEER
PRESSURE

50clul modla platforms expose children

and peer validati
Ioops Likes, comments, and follower counts can
influence self-worth and lead to anxiety or risky
behaviour to gain approval.
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EMOTIONAL \V
DYSREGULATION
Fast-paced digital content can \
overstimulate young brains. Children may
become irritable, impatient, or struggle with

boredom and emotional control when not
engaged with screens.
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PRIVACY AND
SAFETY RISKS “ﬁj

Children may unknowingly share personal
information or interact with strangers online.
Without guidance, they may not understand the
long-term of digital prints or

unsafe online behaviour.

Adwe for Parents & Educators <

SET CLEAR BOUNDARIES

Establish screen-time limits and device-free zones, e.g. classrooms and
dinner tables. Use parental controls and co-create a digital use agreement
with children to encourage accountability. Trying a visual schedule or timer
app can help children understand and stick to limits.

MODEL HEALTHY HABITS @
Children mirror adult behaviour. Demonstrate balanced device use,

" take regular screen breaks, and prioritise face-to-face interactions to

reinforce positive behaviours. Making a habit of putting your phone away
during meals and conversations can show that real-life interactions come first.

[

Meet Our Expert

Adam Gillett is Associate Vice Principal for Personal Development at i
Penistone Grammar School and works on secondment one day a N
week for Minds Ahead, which works with schools on improving their

mental health provision.
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ENCOURAGE OPEN DIALOGUE

Create a safe space for children to talk about their online experiences.

Ask open-ended questions like, “What did you enjoy online today?” to build
trust and awareness. Try setting aside 10 minutes each day for a digital
check-in where children can share what they've seen or done online.
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PROMOTE DIGITAL LITERACY

Teach children how to evaluate online content, recognise misinformation,

and understand privacy settings. Empower them to think critically and act
responsibly in digital spaces. You could use real-life examples from the news or
social media to help children practise spotting fake information.
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Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 14.01.2026




Summer 2026 Term 1
Monday 13 April 2026 to Friday 22 May 2026
(including bank holiday on 4 May)

13/4/26

INSET day (pupils do not attend)

14/4/26

First day back for pupils

4/5/26

Early May Bank Holiday pupils do not attend

6/5/26

Year 6 visit to Hindu Temple

18/5/26

Butterfly Class Assembly (2.45pm)

22/5/26

Last day of half term school finishes at 3:20pm

23/5/26-
31/5/26

Half term break

Summer 2026 Term 2
Monday 1 June 2026 to Monday 20 July 2026

1/6/26

First day back for pupils

18/6/26

Reception, Year 1 & Year 2 Sports Day (9am-12noon)

19/6/26

Year 3, 4, 5 & 6 Sports Day (9am-12noon)

22/6/26

Class Photographs

17/7/26

Last day of academic year school ends at 1:15pm

20/7/26

INSET day (pupils do not attend)

21/7/26 -
3/09/26

Summer holiday break




