
A note from Mr Gawne ...

As we come to the end of another half term, I want to start by
thanking all our families for their continued support. As always,
the weeks seem to have flown by, and it has been a busy and
positive time across school.

This half term has brought a real mix of events, and I’d like to begin by recognising
our brilliant Year 6 children who completed their end of Key Stage 2 SATs earlier
this month. Tests can naturally bring a few nerves, but the children approached
the week with maturity, resilience and a really positive attitude. I reminded them
beforehand that all we ever ask is that they try their best – and they certainly did.
Whatever the results, we know they will continue to go on and achieve great
things.

Next half term, the rest of our year groups will complete their end of term
assessments, and our Year 1 and Year 4 children will take part in the Phonics
Screening Check and Multiplication Tables Check. As always, my thanks go to our
teachers and support staff for preparing the children so well and helping them feel
confident and ready and also to you – our families – for the continued support you
provide to the children at home.

This week, it was also exciting to welcome our new families into school who will be
joining us In Reception for September, it was lovely to meet you all and we can’t
wait for you to join us for your ‘Stay and Play’ sessions.
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A note from Mr Gawne ... Continued

We’ve also enjoyed some lovely enrichment opportunities. Year 3 had a fantastic visit to Chester as part of
their Roman Empire topic, and last night, our Drama Club children from Years 4 to 6 put on a brilliant
performance of Wicked! They showed great confidence, humour and teamwork, and sang beautifully – with a
few solos too.! Thank you to families for supporting the children, and to the staff who have given their time to
make this possible.

In staffing news, today we say goodbye for now to Mrs Clayton and Miss Furnival as they begin their maternity
leave. We wish them both lots of luck and joy as they prepare to welcome their new arrivals. It is also Miss
Furnival’s last day at Sherdley, as she will not be returning after her leave. We thank her for her commitment,
passion and care for the children she has taught during her time with us, and we know she will always be part
of the Sherdley family. We look forward to welcoming Mrs Williams and Mrs Kerr into their new roles in Year 6
and Reception, and to Mrs Kerr’s return from her own maternity leave.

After the break, our Year 6 children will be heading off on their residential to Barnstondale from 3rd–5th June,
which they are very excited about. I would also like to ask for your support in ensuring children do not bring
toys, fidgets, gadgets or items from home into school. We are seeing more toys marketed as “fidgets”
appearing in classrooms, and these are beginning to disrupt learning. Mrs Stroud will continue to support any
children who need fidgets in school, and we ask that any from home stay at home please.

Finally, after half term we will be carrying out a practice lockdown drill, as part of our statutory procedures
alongside our regular fire drills. I understand the wider concerns felt nationally, and I want to reassure you that
this drill will be handled sensitively and in an age appropriate way. Sherdley remains a safe site with strong
safeguarding procedures, and it is important that children are familiar with all safety routines, as they are
when they have our fire drill alarms. 

Thank you to everyone who joined us today for our Colour Run and for your generous sponsorships. We can’t
wait to share some of the photos with you when everyone has dried off and cleaned up a little! 

 I hope you all have a lovely half term break as we look ahead to the final half term of the school year.

Best wishes,
Mr Gawne & The Sherdley Family
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COLOUR RUN 2026

A huge thank you to everyone who supported
our second Colour Run — what a fantastic

success it was! The event was filled with fun,
laughter and plenty of bright colours, and it

was wonderful to see our school community
coming together. Beyond the excitement, the
Colour Run also had a brilliant impact on the
children’s wellbeing, giving them the chance

to be active, joyful and outdoors with their
friends. 

Please send any sponsor forms and money
back to school after half term. 

Thank you once again for helping to make
this such a memorable event for our pupils.

Photos will be sent out on the app after half
term.



Year 6 
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A huge well done to our Year 6 pupils for their
incredible effort and determination during the SATs.
They approached each test with maturity, resilience,

and a positive attitude that made us all proud.
Regardless of the results, their hard work, teamwork,

and commitment have truly shone through. A big
thank you as well to the staff and families who
supported them every step of the way. What a
fantastic achievement for everyone involved.

In the coming weeks, Year 1 will be taking their
Phonics Screening Check and Year 4 will complete

their Multiplication Tables Check. These
assessments give pupils an opportunity to show the

fantastic progress they’ve made throughout the
year, and we know they will approach them with

enthusiasm and confidence. Staff have been
working hard to prepare the children, and your

support at home continues to make a real
difference. We wish all pupils the very best as they

take on these important milestones.



Safeguarding
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Last month, I shared that the Safeguarding Team at
Sherdley routinely checks and updates our procedures
to keep them as effective as possible. I informed you of
a new measure that will further strengthen the way we
manage visitors attending events such as celebration

assemblies, class assemblies and other school
occasions. 

Invitations are now being sent via the school app, but
from now on each message will include an image that
will act as your entry ‘ticket’. Thank you for bringing the

screenshot of this image with you on the day. 

We appreciate that sometimes you may be unable to
attend and may ask a family member to come in your

place; in these cases, please ensure they have the
image so they can enter on your behalf. If you have any
questions, please speak to the office or a member of the

senior team. The new system is working very well, and
we would like to thank all parents and carers for

supporting this new approach and helping us maintain
strong safeguarding practices across the school.



Summer Events Calendar
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The ‘Sherdley Blue’ Clothing Bin positioned near to KS1
playground has arrived. Help us to fill the bin and raise
money for school every month. The bin has already
been emptied once since being here. Thank you.

Recycle and Raise Money
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St Helens Heritage Festival 
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Addvanced Solutions - Summer dates
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Addvanced Solutions 
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Addvanced Solutions 
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Oral Health 



0-19 School Nurse Support
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Your paragraph text

Support children from Reception to 19
Birthday (25 for young people with SEND)

th

School Nurse Drop in at Sherdley 

Wednesday 3  June from 8:45amrd

No appointment required



Next Year’s Term Dates - 26-27
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DSLs and Deputy DSLs are outside, around school most mornings. If
you have any worries or concerns, please speak to one of us. We

can also be contacted via the Sherdley email -
sherdley@sthelens.org.uk or the Parent App. If you would rather not
share information with the office team, you can request a call back

regarding a safeguarding worry.
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Sherdley Shares
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Sherdley Shares

www.sthelens.gov.uk/article/1816/children-s-services
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