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Pre School




	Understanding The World

(Including, Science, History, Geography, & RE Links)



	To enjoy photographs of themselves and their families. 
To talk about who they live with. To know that they are unique and all families are different.
To recognise themselves.
To make sense of life story and family history. 
Talk about their family members and what they enjoy doing. What are their likes and dislikes.
Look at their families and talk about people from the past.

Celebrating different festivals; Halloween, Bonfire Night, Christmas.  Talk about preparations for Christmas
Captain Tom and Remembrance Day.

To identify the different animals in the story. Where’s spot and pumpkin soup. What do we know about these animals? 
Explore autumn objects – talk about changing of seasons. 
Go on an autumn walk- what changes do you notice? Collect objects such as acorns, conkers and leaves.
To explore pumpkins, carve and scoop out seeds.
Talk about Winter and the change of seasons.


	Baby photos of themselves- am I the same or different? – making their own life cycle – timeline.

Bears – what do they have? What do they look like where do they live? Do they live in our country? Which countries do we find them in?  Canada and the Artic.
Valentine’s Day
Mother’s Day – why are our mums special? What do they do for us?
Talk about Easter and how we celebrate it

To explore different forces – fan, stepping on leaves and twigs, walking in wellies through mud and water.
To explore ice.
To get the penguins out of the ice.
Penguins- how do they move? Where do they live?
Eggs – life cycle of a duck 
The different stages of the growth of a duck. Sequencing the life cycle of the duck.

Pond life/ River life – what can be found living in a pond/river?
Talk about pets. How do we take care of them and keep them alive?
Spring walk – talk about what they see.
Talk about living things and how they grow. 
Plant a bean or a seed. Monitor its growth and changes over the weeks. Talk about the conditions it needs to grow.  To sequence its life cycle.
Watch videos of seeds and beans growing into plants and flowers. Come outside – Bulbs/ potatoes and carrots.
Discuss the different parts of the plants.
To explore water beads

	David Attenborough Little People Big dreams book
Houses and homes in the past.
Compare new and old houses in our local area

Different types of homes around the world – looking at other countries. 
Bring in photos of their home – talk about the features. 

Animal homes – name different animal homes on the farm or woodland. Talk about why it is important for them to stay safe. 
Animal sounds – talk about the farm animals. What other animals make sounds?
Senses – different smells, exploring bath bombs and what happens to them in water
Smelling different herbs, fruit, perfumer
Touching – textures of different materials.
Naming different materials – name what objects are made of?
Sorting objects according to materials
Different textures – describe – rough/smooth

To explore magnets and find out what they do









Reception




	Understanding The World

(Including, Science, History, Geography, & RE Links)



	Talking about families, looking at generations, old black and white photos.
Talk about their experiences with their family.
Similarities and differences between families and ourselves. 
Old and modern day kitchens. 
Changes in technology over time looking at old artefacts; washing machines, irons, hoovers – in the old house (Role Play.)
To make soap jelly – grating soap and whisking it in water.
Look at chronology and how things have changed.
Celebrating different festivals; Christmas – look at how families celebrated Christmas in the past.
What did their parents or grandparents do?

Celebrating different festivals; Halloween, Bonfire Night, Diwali.  
Features in our local area - visit to the Dam in their local area.  Look at maps of our local area – what features can we see?  What would the witch have seen if she flew past our area – is the scenery the same as in the story?
Look at photographs taken of our local area
Bird’s eye view of the area – looking at aerial photographs.  The drone around our school.

Seasonal Changes -Autumn and Winter.
Looking at winter and talk about how it feels outside – go out without a coat on and describe how we feel?   What can we do to keep warm? 
Looking at different types of birds.  
Nocturnal animals.
The different parts of a bird.
The life cycle of an owl.
To make bird feeders to look after the birds in the winter months.

Can we make shadows? Investigate light and dark, dark dens, torches and shadow puppets.  
To sieve bird seed using fine sieves and colanders – what happens and why? Is there a difference and why? 
Looking at the objects from above using the view finders and magnifying glasses.
What happens to ice when we have it in the classroom? 
Talk about the changes.
To feel different hot water bottles – one with a jumper on and one without – what is the difference and why?

	Look at old pictures of the past and what life would have been like in Sutton – St.Helens.
Looking at old farms, their machinery and they worked the farm.

Celebrating different festivals; The Easter Story. 
Traditions, e.g. Easter bonnets/egg rolling..
Comparing their route to school to the route that the Gingerbread man took.  Look at the features and specific buildings in St. Helens.  What are they?  Where would they see them?
Hot and cold countries, compare. Compare Kenya to other counties. What animals would you find there?
Look at the different artefacts from Kenya – what do you think they are used for?  Look at what we use in this country.

Looking at foods that go soggy – testing them out.
Life cycles of bean.
Planting and observing growth of a bean – look at the changes over a period of weeks – record the simple changes.
Planting seeds
Look at planting cress seeds – what conditions does it need in order to grow?
Vegetables that grow above the ground and below the ground.
Looking at sponges and materials in the water – what happens to them and why?
Making icing for the gingerbread house. 
Making icing, talk about the changes, what happens when they add too much water or too much icing sugar?
Making cookie dough, talk about the changes, what happens when they add the different ingredients?
Make toast – talk about the differences between bread and toast.
Look at the changes to vegetables once they are cooked – what is different, especially when they cut and mash them?

	Look at holidays past and present, focus on Blackpool.

Look at the different environments/habitats. 
Compare a seaside destination to where they live – what are the differences.
Recycling and Plastic Pollution in the ocean.

Seasonal Changes – Spring, go on a walk and talk about the changes in our environment.
Life cycle of a caterpillar and other mini beasts.
Look at different living things, what is different and how do we know? 
Look at different microhabitats – where do the different types of minibeasts live.
Mini-beast hunt in the woods and in our outdoor bug hotel, using magnifying glasses to identify. 
What animals would we find in the ocean?
Look at the story of Charles Darwin.
Dinosaur fossils, eggs and bones. 
Sort dinosaurs into herbivores, carnivores and omnivores.
Look at Mary Anning – Palaeontologist.  
Make an erupting volcano.


Experiment with whisks, what happens and why?
Floating and Sinking, testing materials.
Can you make a boat for the snail?
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	Autumn
	Spring
	Summer

	Year 1
	I am learning about our country, the UK.
I can name, locate on a map and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas. 
I will use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, including main towns and cities.
I can recognise the key physical features found in the UK, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, sea and river
I can recognise key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop.
I can use aerial photos/videos to recognise human and physical features.
I can use simple compass directions (N, S, E, W).


*Seasonal Changes in the UK will be looked at throughout the year.
I am learning about seasonal changes.
I can identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom.
I can keep a weather chart and use it to help me answer questions about the weather.
I can recognise the key physical features found in the UK, including: season and weather

CONCEPTS: Place, Space and environment
	I am learning about Hot and Cold places on our planet and can explain the main features of hot and cold countries.
I can identify the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles. 
I will be able to use world maps, atlases and globes to help me.

CONCEPTS: Place and Space
	I am learning about the area within and close to, my school’s grounds.
I understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of my school area.
I can use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language [for example, near and far; left and right], to describe the location of features and routes on a map.
I will use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features.
I can use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of my school and its grounds.

CONCEPTS: place and Space



	
	KEY VOCABULARY: map, atlas, globe, UK, United Kingdom, countries, physical features, beach, forest, cliff, coast, sea, river, weather, season, city, town, village, factory, farm, office, port, harbour, shop, aerial photograph, landmarks, local
	KEY VOCABULARY: hot, cold, extremes, temperatures, Equator, North Pole, South Pole, Artic, Antarctic, seasons, weather, patterns, 
	KEY VOCABULARY: left, right, similarities, difference, UK, United Kingdom, north, south, east, west, compass, perspective, aerial view, landmark, features, plan, direction and boundary

	Year 2
	I am learning about the local area that I live in and I can find it on a map – St Helens.
I can describe where I live and can tell someone my address.
I will be able to make a simple map of where I live with a key 
I can understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom – St Helens.
I will be able to suggest ideas that would improve or spoil my local area.
I know the key physical features, including: soil, vegetation and the key human features, including: town, village, factory, farm, house, shop.
I can describe the location of features and routes on a map of my town.
I can use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the key human and physical features of my surrounding environment.

CONCEPTS: Place, Space and environment
	I am learning what our planet looks like when viewing it from Space.
I can name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans. 
I will use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the countries, continents and oceans studied.
I can use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features.

CONCEPTS: Place and Space,
	I am learning where Kenya is on a world map.
I understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area in a contrasting non-European country.
I am looking at the key physical features of a small area of Kenya, including key vocabulary, such as: coast, hill, mountain, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation 
I will know some of the key human features, including: town, village, farm, house, shop.
I will use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the countries, continents and oceans studied.
I can explain the important features of a village and how it might be different in the UK.

CONCEPTS: Space and Environment

	
	KEY VOCABULARY: St Helens, similarities, differences, compare, soil, vegetation, town, village, farm, shop, house, features, fieldwork, observational, environment, local, motorway, main road, road, network
	KEY VOCABULARY: planet, space, solar system, continent, ocean, satellite,
	KEY VOCABULARY: continent, Africa, Kenya, location, similarities, differences, contrast, non-European, maps, atlas, globe, countries, oceans, landmarks, villages, game reserves, hot springs, cities, soil, vegetation, mountains, coastlines, reefs

	Year 3
	I am learning about Volcanoes and how they are formed.
I can describe the physical geography, including mountains, volcanoes.
I can locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia), key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities.
I will be able to locate Italy on a map and then search for Pompei. 
I will be able to identify Pompeii on a world map and make links between volcanoes and Mount Vesuvius.
I can consider the impact on human and physical geography and the effects of a volcanic eruption – Italy.


CONCEPTS: Place, space, environment, scale and change
	I am learning about Chester and where it is situated in relation to the UK and in particular St Helens.
I can name and locate geographical regions (NW, SW, E/W Midlands etc) and identify their human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers).
I can name and locate the counties and cities of NW England).
I can describe the settlement and land use of Chester and how it has changed over time.
I can use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies.
I can use a 4-figure grid reference to indicate and locate places in the north west.

CONCEPTS: Place, space, environment, scale, interconnections and change
	I am learning about the region that I live in – the North West of England and where it is located on a map and globe. 
I will be able to use google earth to ‘zoom-in’ to St Helens. I will be building on my knowledge from year 2. 
I can identify human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers).
I can locate the main rivers near the area I live, inc: the Mersey, Ribble, Dee.
I will recognise the differences between rivers and canals and study the development of the Leeds and Liverpool canal. 
On maps I will be able to identify railway lines and look at the human geography located around the local railway lines.
I can describe the settlement and land use around where I live and how it has changed over time-development and environmental factors of railways and canals.
I know about human geography, including: types of settlement and land use inc energy linked to the North West of England.
I can use the eight points of a compass, 4-figure grid references, symbols and key (including OS maps)

CONCEPTS: Place, Space, Environment, Interconnection and Change

	
	KEY VOCABULARY: volcano, igneous rock, metamorphic rock, compare, contrast, characteristics, city, continent, human geography, physical geography, Italy, Europe, Pompeii, eruption, volcanic, lava, flow, core, mantel, mountains, mountain ranges
	KEY VOCABULARY: England, north west, Chester, topography, location, maps, regions, hills, mountains, coasts, rivers, source, land-use, patterns, settlement, characteristics, 4-figure grid reference, north, south, east, west, compass points, sketch, observe, measure, record, East/West Midlands, East Anglia, Yorkshire
	KEY VOCABULARY: North west, England, Google Earth, technology, topographical, features, river, bank, estuary, source, settlement, port, land-use, symbols, keys, Ordnance Survey Maps, north, south, east, west, north-west, north-east, south-east, south-west, 

	Year 4
	I  am learning about China and where it is situated within Asia and link it to other countries that I have studied.
I will know that Beijing is the capital and that it is one of the most heavily populated cities in the world. The Yongding River flows to the southwest of the city and into the Bohai Sea.
I can compare a large city to my own town and describe the physical and human features of it.
I can explain why people have chosen to live in China
I will look at tourism and locate the key tourist destinations of China 
I will be able to create a map that shows the locations of all the above features, including adding appropriate descriptions and pictures.

CONCEPTS: Place, space, environment, scale, change and interconnections

	I am learning about rivers and I can name and locate the main rivers in the UK, particularly in the North West of England.
I know the physical features/geography of rivers and the water cycle.
I can name and locate some of the main rivers around 
the world, identifying the countries that they are located in.
I will carry out a field work trip in the local area to look at water sources (Mill Dam). 
I can answer questions about the place, sketch maps and take photographs of the place we are studying.
I can create a map of the local area and use basic symbols to identify key places and features.

CONCEPTS: Place, space, environment and interconnections 

 
	I am learning about Greece and where it is situated in Europe.
I can explain how Greece has changed over time.
I can locate other EU countries around Greece and their location to the UK 
I will use maps, globes and digital mapping to focus on, and identify, the key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities in the areas that I am studying.
I will be able to understand geographical similarities and differences, both human and physical of the area under study. This will include the types of settlements (i.e. rural, semi-rural, urban etc)
I can use symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the wider world.

CONCEPTS: Place, space, environment, scale,  and change


	
	KEY VOCABULARY: rivers, Thames, Severn, Mersey, Dee, Tyne, Ribble, atmosphere, cloud, precipitation, condensation, water cycle, dam, water source, Amazon, Nile, Danube, Mississippi, Ganges, Yangtze, Zambezi
	KEY VOCABULARY: Greece, Europe, continent, significance, characteristics, mapping, EU, European Union, similarities, differences, rural, semi-rural, urban, settlement, Athens, Aegean Sea, islands, Mediterranean, mountainous, coast line, temperatures, culture, tourism
	KEY VOCABULARY: Paris, Europe, English Chanel, River Seine, population, tourism, location, Google Earth, images, destination,

	Year 5
	I am learning about tourist ‘hotspots’ of North America and why they are popular – world tourism.
I will be able to locate North America on a world map, using google earth, digi-maps, globes and atlases.
I will consider the physical and human geography of these areas and the impact on the land, economic activity, land use and distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water.
I will be able to compare the Grand Canyon to the Cheddar Gorge considering the similarities and differences.

CONCEPTS: Place, space, Environments, Interconnections Sustainability, Scale and change
	I am learning about the 6 main areas of America 
and will be able to locate it on a world map. 
I can identify its position and significance in relation to latitude, longitude, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, Arctic and Antarctic Circle
I understand about different world time zones, including the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night). 
I will know where North America is situated within these ‘zones’. 
I will be looking at the Caribbean and comparing Haiti to Barbados, looking at tourism and the physical feature of the islands. 
I will be able to make links to the slave trade and movement of people across the Atlantic to the port of Liverpool.

CONCEPTS: Place, space, Environments, Interconnections Sustainability, Scale and change
	I am learning about Liverpool, where it is situated in the North West of England and its location in relation to St Helens.
I can name and locate counties and major cities of the United Kingdom.
I will be considering the links with Liverpool and the slave trade from America.
I will be able to locate and discuss local landmarks and Liverpool’s trade with the world.
I will learn about the impact (physical and human) on the city and how Liverpool has changed over time. 
I will be able to describe the features of the river Mersey, the land around it, and its geographical importance to the city of Liverpool.
I will be able to use 8-figure grid references to identify and locate places.

CONCEPTS: Place, space, Environments, Interconnections Sustainability, Scale and change

	
	KEY VOCABULARY: tourism, North America, Central America, South America, continent, oceans, Pacific, Atlantic, land-use, distribution, energy, minerals, economy, impact, natural resources, canyon, gorge, climate, similarities, differences, longitude, latitude, National Park, trade links, human geography, physical geography 
	KEY VOCABULARY: northern hemisphere, southern hemisphere, equator, tropic of cancer, tropic of Capricorn, Artic circle, Antarctic circle, prime & Greenwich Meridian, time zones, Caribbean, Haiti, Barbados, tourism, effects, trade winds, trade route, gulf stream, port, Liverpool, slave trade
	KEY VOCABULARY: landmarks, location, impact, change, features, 8-figure grid referencing, Mersey, estuary, source, port, trade, import, export, cargo, shipping, 

	Year 6
	 I am learning about Southport as a contrasting location to where I live – industrial town to coastal resort.
I will know the location of Southport in relation to my home town.
I will consider the development and growth of Southport as a seaside town and how that impacted on the land use on the coast.
I will visit Southport and carryout a fieldwork study in relation to the sand dunes and the coast line, including maps, sketching, collecting data
I will be able to explain the human effects on the local habitats, both animals and vegetation. 

CONCEPTS: Place, space, Environments, Interconnections Sustainability, Scale and change
	Global Caretakers
I am learning about the effects of human and physical geography on the world that we live in.

locate the world’s countries, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities 
· physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts
· human geography, including: distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water 
· use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied

CONCEPTS: Place, space, Environments, Interconnections Sustainability, Scale and change
	I am learning about the world rainforests and where they are located with a particular focus on South America.
I will be able to name countries in South America, including their capital cities.
I will use maps, globes and google earth to identify the locations of rainforests.
I will be able to compare to countries in South America and compare their human and physical features.
I will be able to explain what a rainforest is – its different layers and animals within each layer.
I will consider the effects of deforestation and reasons for and against, putting a balanced argument forward based on my research.
I will know about the indigenous people of the rainforest and consider how they live including their use of energy, homes, food and water.

CONCEPTS: Place, space, Environments, Interconnections Sustainability, Scale and change

	
	KEY VOCABULARY: Southport, coastline, sand dunes, habitat, fieldwork, impact,  
	KEY VOCABULARY: biomes, global warming, pollution, natural resources, distribution, climate zones, environment, 
	KEY VOCABULARY: rainforests, destruction, global warming, deforestation, South America, The Amazon, layers, indigenous, Equator, southern hemisphere, land-use, pros/cons, ecosystems,  
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