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As we move further into the new year, we are beginning to 

welcome the brighter days, even if the weather has not 

quite got the memo yet. Recent weeks have seen a huge 

amount of rain and some exceptionally high winds batter 

our local area, and I would like to thank everyone in our 

community for the patience, resilience and good humour 

shown during what has been a challenging start to the 

term. Despite the conditions, school life has continued with 

real purpose and positivity. 

 

I am incredibly proud of how well our pupils have returned 

to school in January. Across all year groups, staff have 

commented on the strong focus, calm behaviour and 

positive attitudes to learning that have been evident from 

the very first week back. It has been a pleasure to see 

classrooms buzzing with engagement and pupils applying 

themselves so well after the Christmas break. 

 

A particular well done must go to our Year 11 pupils, who 

have been fully immersed in their preparation exams this 

week. These exams are an important milestone in the 

journey towards GCSEs, and Year 11 have approached 

them with maturity, determination and a real commitment 

to doing their best. Their efforts have not gone unnoticed, 

and we are confident that this hard work will continue as 

we move towards the summer exam season. 

 

We are also extremely proud of our public speaking teams, 

who represented the school so impressively at the Youth 

Speaks competition last week. They spoke with 

confidence, clarity and passion, and their performances 

were a real credit to themselves and to the school. 

Congratulations to all involved – we are immensely proud 

of you. 

 

Finally, I would like to thank parents and carers for the 

excellent response to the mobile phone survey that was 

sent out before Christmas and again this week. Your 

feedback is invaluable, and we appreciate the time taken 

to share your views. Further information can be found 

elsewhere in this newsletter, and we will be sharing the 

findings and next steps with you in the coming weeks. 

 

Thank you, as always, for your continued support as we 

move forward together into the term ahead. 
Paul Girardot and 

The Dartmouth team 

Dates for the diary 

February 2026 

9th – Y6 Mock SATs 

11th – Y8 Parents’ Evening 

13th – Y9 Sleepover 

March 2026 

2nd – Y9 Vaccinations 

4th – Y11 Parents’ Evening 

9th – School support & snack 

11th – Y9 Options Evening 

14th – Silver DofE training 

weekend 

16th – School closed, staff 

training day 

21st – Bronze DofE training 

weekend 

26th – Y8 History Trip 

April 2026 

3rd – Easter Holidays 

20th – Return to school 

21st – Y8 HPV vaccinations 

24th – Silver DofE 

27th – Y9 Prolific Sailing Trip 

 

May 2026 

1st – Silver DofE Expedition 

4th – Bank Holiday 

6th – Y7 Parents’ Evening 

9th – Bronze DofE Expedition 

11th – GCSE Exams start 

11th – Y6 SATs week 
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Attendance Matters 

 

This year’s attendance by Year Group: 

Reception – 94.8% 

Year 1 – 94.7% 

Year 2 – 95.3% 

Year 3 – 96% 

Year 4 – 92.6% 

Year 5 – 91.4% 

Year 6 – 93.7% 

Year 7 – 91.7% 

Year 8 – 93% 

Year 9 – 90.5% 

Year 10 – 91.9% 

Year 11 – 92.6% 

 

School attendance for the year so far is currently 

 92.6 %  

Thank you for supporting our target of 96%  
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Mobile Phones 
The government has recently renewed its focus on reviewing pupils’ access to smartphones in 
schools, highlighting the impact of phone use on wellbeing, behaviour and learning. As a school, this 
is something we have already been actively considering, and we have sought the views of parents 
and carers through a recent survey. We are now carefully reviewing these responses alongside 
national guidance and wider research into smartphone use in schools. Central to this work is our 
commitment to working in partnership with parents, ensuring that together we are able to support, 
safeguard and promote the best possible outcomes for all our pupils. 
 
Please do take a few minutes to have a look at the information around phone use and its effects on 
young people: 
 
Research & Evidence on Smartphone Impact 
Government guidance and evidence reviews 
UK Government: Understand the impact of smartphones and social media on children and young 
people – official synthesis of evidence about digital use and wellbeing (UK gov.uk). UK government 
evidence on smartphone & social media impact 
 
Academic and research summaries 
Impact of mobile phones and wireless device use on children’s mental health and wellbeing – 
systematic review on associations between device use and mental health outcomes. PMC research 
on device use and children’s wellbeing 
Should children have mobile phones? – The Children’s Society overview of risks and benefits, 
including mental health and online exploitation. Children’s Society: Should children have phones? 

 

Risks & Concerns (Mental Health, Behaviour, Safety) 
Ofcom: A window into young children’s online worlds – UK regulator’s insights into early digital 
independence and online activity trends. Ofcom report on young children online 
Safer Internet Centre: Phones guidance for parents & carers – outlines key concerns like 
cyberbullying and unwanted contact. Safer Internet Centre phone safety guide 
Barnardo’s: Keeping your child safe on their smartphone – practical tips on parental controls and 
limits. Barnardo’s smartphone safety tips 
Internet Matters: Mobile phone safety checklist for parents – step-by-step safety checklist & age-
appropriate advice. Internet Matters phone safety checklist 

 

Practical Support & Parent-Focused Advice 

   Raising Children Network: Responsible mobile phone use – tips on healthy phone habits and 
setting family rules. Raising Children Network responsible use advice 
USwitch: How to keep your child safe on their smartphone – advice on parental controls, plans and 
safety features. USwitch child smartphone safety guide 
Family Action: Pros & cons of giving a child a phone – guidance on setting rules, parental controls 
and digital agreements. Family Action mobile phone guidance for parents 
Smartphone Free Childhood – A UK-based grassroots movement encouraging families to delay 
giving children smartphones and social media access, offering resources and support for parents 
and schools. Official website: https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/ 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/understand-the-impact-of-smartphones-and-social-media-on-children-and-young-people/understand-the-impact-of-smartphones-and-social-media-on-children-and-young-people-executive-summary?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/understand-the-impact-of-smartphones-and-social-media-on-children-and-young-people/understand-the-impact-of-smartphones-and-social-media-on-children-and-young-people-executive-summary?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC9200624/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC9200624/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/what-we-do/blogs/should-children-have-mobile-phones?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/media-use-and-attitudes/media-habits-children/a-window-into-young-childrens-online-worlds?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers/phones?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/blog/keeping-your-child-safe-their-smartphone?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/mobile-phone-safety-checklist/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://raisingchildren.net.au/pre-teens/entertainment-technology/digital-life/responsible-phone-use?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://family-action.org.uk/self-help/pros-cons-of-giving-a-child-a-mobile-phone/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/?utm_source=chatgpt.com


 

 

Our future successes are built on the work we do today. 

 

What have we been up to: 

 

Dartmouth Academy Primary Phase Success at Rotary Youth Speaks Competition 

Last night’s Rotary Youth Speaks competition, held at Stoke Fleming Village Hall, showcased 

impressive talent, confidence and commitment of pupils from local schools, as teams took 

to the stage to deliver researched and thought-provoking speeches on a range of topical 

issues. Pupils from Stoke Fleming Primary School and Blackawton Primary School also 

competed in the event. 

We are delighted to share that our school enjoyed outstanding success on the evening. 

Our Junior 1 team, made up of Year 6 pupils: Mia-Rose M, Thea C and William H, were 

crowned winners with their compelling and well-argued speech on “A Social Media Ban for 

Children Under 16”. The team demonstrated excellent research, clear structure and 

confident delivery, impressing both judges and audience alike. 

The success didn’t stop there. Members of our Junior 2 team were also recognised 

individually, with Oakley F awarded Best Overall Chairperson and Sienna S awarded Best 

Overall Speaker for their exceptional performances.  We were thoroughly impressed with 

the whole Junior 2 team whose speech was titled, "How useful is AI?" and would like to 

mention Evan C who delivered an excellent Vote of Thanks. 

The Rotary Youth Speaks competition is designed to develop public speaking, teamwork 

and critical thinking skills and all pupils involved represented the school with maturity, 

enthusiasm and professionalism. We are incredibly proud of everyone who took part and 

congratulate them on their fantastic achievements. 

We would also like to extend our sincere thanks to Dartmouth Rotary Club Chairperson 

Robert Benns for organising and hosting this annual event, which continues to provide such 

a valuable opportunity for young people to develop their public speaking skills. We were 

honoured to have Dartmouth’s Mayor, Cllr Andrea Cates, on the judging panel and we are 

very grateful to the Rotary Club for their continued support and for generously donating 

book token prizes to all the winners. 
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Exeter Mathematics school Physics challenge  

On Wednesday the 28th of January 8 nervous pupils left the academy headed for the 

Exeter Mathematics school Physics challenge.  There were 2 teams consisting of 2 year 10 

and 2 year 11 in each.  The room was filled with approximately 20 different schools some 

having travelled from Somerset to take part in the challenge. The challenge began 

promptly at 12.30 with the estimation round.  This included questions like if you had a 

swimming pool filled with Mayo how long the Mayo would last.  Undaunted they worked 

together to submit answers; this was followed by a practical round and then the really hard 

question round to which pupils commented “these are really hard”. It was great to see how 

well the 2-year groups were able to work together and support one another as well as 

showing independence and resilience. I have even had some tentative suggestion that 

some of the year 10 pupils would be prepared to have another go next year. 
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Introducing our new recruit in training: 

Following the departure of Snoopy and Uno, many pupils have been keen to welcome 

another school dog into our community. Over the past week or so, Indie has been visiting 

school to get used to the environment and learn what life in school is all about. 

Indie is an 8-year-old Labrador with a wonderfully calm and gentle nature. He is very well 

behaved and enjoys nothing more than snoozing in his bed and taking walks along the 

beach. 

Indie will be in school most days in his role as our therapy dog, working alongside a staff 

member and may be available to pupils during specific times and activities, such as 

counselling sessions, stress-reduction opportunities, or small group support. Therapy dogs 

have been shown to help pupils feel calmer, more focused, and emotionally supported in 

the school environment. 

• The dog is not a service animal assigned to a specific pupil. 

• The dog will always be under the direct supervision of an adult handler and will not 

roam freely around the school. 

• The therapy dog is up to date on all vaccinations and receives regular veterinary 

care. 

• The dog is groomed regularly and follows flea and tick prevention protocols. 

• Pupils will be encouraged to wash or sanitize their hands before and after interacting 

with the dog. 

• Clear expectations are in place for appropriate pupil interactions. 

Allergies, Fears, and Accommodations 

Pupil participation is voluntary. No pupil will be required to interact with the therapy dog. 

Families are encouraged to inform the school reception if their child has allergies, asthma, a 

fear of dogs, or other medical concerns so that appropriate accommodations can be 

made. 
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We have an exciting opportunity for Year 10 & 11 pupils coming up in February at Access 

Creative College, Plymouth. 

 

On Wednesday 4th February from 5-7pm, we're opening the doors at Access Creative 

College for Year 10 and 11 students to take part in an exclusive Music or Games bootcamp! 

 

Games: Blender- Create a Monster 

Using Blender, an industry-standard Games Development software, you will dive into the 

world of 3D modelling, bringing a creature of your own imagination to life! You'll create 

moodboards to generate ideas, and then with the expert guidance of our Games tutors, 

you'll use the Blender to master the tools needed to shape, twist, and transform primitive 

forms into a one-of-a-kind monster! 

 

You'll develop skills in 3D modelling, as well as getting to showcase your creativity! 

 

Music Camp: Songwriter & Music Producer Camp - Write, record and produce a demo 

track 

Using Logic Pro, you’ll collaborate with professional producers, songwriters, and session 

musicians to write, record, and produce your own demo track from start to finish - 

experience what it's like to be a songwriter, musician and producer all in the space of one 

evening! You’ll get real studio time, access to professional recording and production 

equipment, and expert guidance every step of the way. You will leave the session with a 

copy of the demo track that you've recorded and produced! 

 

No experience needed ! 

Note this session is for young people, parents/guardians need not attend. 

 

To get involved, book via our form here: 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2ffe8gc.share-

eu1.hsforms.com%2f2UoXdAL7rTdO9HeuaBKNyMA&c=E,1,ehBbgTOtnUsEqp9965QVNSpfrdd

9pAe9lXBL3g2SZblruRb8hq8K5HkkJopwhNhCGANODZSSLgIbnx_wJQC-l5d9LedrxGQ2YfEVv-

6hqOW-HoEUFGgdBGqs6Vw,&typo=1 

Be quick to book - spaces are limited! 

 

If you have any questions, contact us at studentsupportplymouth@accesscreative.ac.uk or 

01752 210801 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2ffe8gc.share-eu1.hsforms.com%2f2UoXdAL7rTdO9HeuaBKNyMA&c=E,1,ehBbgTOtnUsEqp9965QVNSpfrdd9pAe9lXBL3g2SZblruRb8hq8K5HkkJopwhNhCGANODZSSLgIbnx_wJQC-l5d9LedrxGQ2YfEVv-6hqOW-HoEUFGgdBGqs6Vw,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2ffe8gc.share-eu1.hsforms.com%2f2UoXdAL7rTdO9HeuaBKNyMA&c=E,1,ehBbgTOtnUsEqp9965QVNSpfrdd9pAe9lXBL3g2SZblruRb8hq8K5HkkJopwhNhCGANODZSSLgIbnx_wJQC-l5d9LedrxGQ2YfEVv-6hqOW-HoEUFGgdBGqs6Vw,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2ffe8gc.share-eu1.hsforms.com%2f2UoXdAL7rTdO9HeuaBKNyMA&c=E,1,ehBbgTOtnUsEqp9965QVNSpfrdd9pAe9lXBL3g2SZblruRb8hq8K5HkkJopwhNhCGANODZSSLgIbnx_wJQC-l5d9LedrxGQ2YfEVv-6hqOW-HoEUFGgdBGqs6Vw,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2ffe8gc.share-eu1.hsforms.com%2f2UoXdAL7rTdO9HeuaBKNyMA&c=E,1,ehBbgTOtnUsEqp9965QVNSpfrdd9pAe9lXBL3g2SZblruRb8hq8K5HkkJopwhNhCGANODZSSLgIbnx_wJQC-l5d9LedrxGQ2YfEVv-6hqOW-HoEUFGgdBGqs6Vw,&typo=1
mailto:studentsupportplymouth@accesscreative.ac.uk
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This week we had the delight of handing out this new award that we will be giving out every 

Tuesday to acknowledge a pupil in each year group whose attendance has 'boooooosted'. 

 

 

 

We are running to raise vital funds for MACS, the UK’s national charity supporting children 

and adults born without eyes or with underdeveloped eyes.  This cause means the world to 

us. Rich’s daughter, Remi, was born with Microphthalmia and Coloboma in her left 

eye. While the diagnosis was overwhelming at first, especially as it was during the 

Coronavirus lockdown period, MACS was there to provide support, connection, and 

priceless information       

Remi now?  She’s 5 going on 15 and she’s absolutely smashing life so far — a bright, happy 

bundle of joy who inspires us every single day      

Every year in the UK, around 114 babies are born with conditions like Anophthalmia (no 

eyes), Microphthalmia (small eyes), or Coloboma (a cleft in the eye). Many of these 

children also face other health challenges, and for parents, it can be an isolating 

experience. MACS now helps over 3,000 people from 1,000 families across the UK, offering 

peer support, practical advice, and life-changing opportunities such as family weekends 

and adventurous activity trips that build confidence and independence. 
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By sponsoring us, you’ll be helping MACS continue their incredible 

work and making a real difference. Every mile we run will be fuelled 

by your generosity and by the thought of amazing kids like Remi, 

who show that challenges don’t define you. 

Thank you so much for your support!  

Rich & James | Yeoy & Locko                               

The raffle is open until 5.30pm on the 5th February followed by the draw which will be live 

from the Market House and on our Instagram page at 9.30pm.  We will also be having some 

fun before hand, so please  look out for this. 

@runningthemarathon2026 - Instagram page 

To Buy Raffle Tickets 

Link to Sponsorship Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.zeffy.com%2fen-GB%2fticketing%2fmacs-mega-raffle-2025-rich-and-james-london-marathon&c=E,1,4wsCuyCaoRiSOMe-py3rFg1DWfSnrvEtS8NRN-hD5u0bGo_qwZcLmlUyFhePrJXiIY2R1KjXD1NkVdhXIhw0atBBGe9bhwzhzoRGKh56VuYR&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2f2026tcslondonmarathon.enthuse.com%2fpf%2frichard-yeo%3futm_source%3dshare%26utm_medium%3dwhatsapp%26fbclid%3dIwb21leAMs_OljbGNrAyz85GV4dG4DYWVtAjExAAEe5zJgCXoPso0rZnyMGYnPiBRaHCxwvb4CXZdsrcauxAnak3nyPl3bzucqqeU_aem_mK0jE-_SMiSN-PYkR_fBpQ&c=E,1,M8W0TVE1R60jHT3JNZYA8n-wedyi3icOJMFC4CpuOjNJYm6ZJ0EvFMi3MkqwxKp6EOe4ueZVvuKjQQ8T-VdbuUxqjaXKsnRj1HrHg4OCIyCoDSg5&typo=1
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Here is the correct booking link for the Totnes holiday camp this Feb. Thank you! 

https://activities.bookpebble.co.uk/activity/sportystars-torbay-and-south-hams-totnes-multi-

activity-camp-totnes-4847109f-4f36-435c-a622-0bf76fdb22d3 

 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2factivities.bookpebble.co.uk%2factivity%2fsportystars-torbay-and-south-hams-totnes-multi-activity-camp-totnes-4847109f-4f36-435c-a622-0bf76fdb22d3&c=E,1,3wscpgJM_do5h5QsCZgoFasDDcgANXScMmJXHuYz0oItIIM7QDMTlYxNtzx7rF0l9uslhUuq-zzcVbg4VSPssagH0WofFZ9K3EXUxgagpA,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2factivities.bookpebble.co.uk%2factivity%2fsportystars-torbay-and-south-hams-totnes-multi-activity-camp-totnes-4847109f-4f36-435c-a622-0bf76fdb22d3&c=E,1,3wscpgJM_do5h5QsCZgoFasDDcgANXScMmJXHuYz0oItIIM7QDMTlYxNtzx7rF0l9uslhUuq-zzcVbg4VSPssagH0WofFZ9K3EXUxgagpA,,&typo=1


 

 

Our future successes are built on the work we do today. 

  



 

 

Our future successes are built on the work we do today. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Our future successes are built on the work we do today. 

 

  



 

 

Our future successes are built on the work we do today. 

 

 

 

 


