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Welcome 

We are glad that you have chosen to study AAQ Level 3 National Extended Certificate in 

Applied Science at Wigston College. 

You will be completing the Certificate in year 12 which includes two mandatory units, one 

externally assessed exam and one internally assessed unit of assignments. Learners must 

complete and achieve at pass grade or above for both these units to gain a  qualification.  

 These units are: 

Year 12 Content: 

 F180 Fundamentals of science (Exam) 

F182: Investigating science   (NEA) 

  

Year 13 Content:  

F181: Science in society (Exam) 

F185:Forensic Biology: (NEA) 

F186: Medical Physics (NEA) tbc 

 

Your work will be assessed to one of five levels: 

U- Unclassified (no qualification awarded) 

P - Pass (equivalent to E at AS-level) 

M - Merit (equivalent to C at AS-level) 

D - Distinction (equivalent to A at AS-level) 

D*- Distinction*(equivalent to A* at AS-level) 

 

 

You will receive regular feedback and support from your teachers during the NEA work. The 

exam will be taken in May 2027. 

 

 



How do I succeed in AAQ Applied Science? 

Workload  

 At first, you will notice the difference in work load compared to year 11.  You will need to 

take notes in class and read around the subject in your own time to support your learning. 

Make sure you ask for help if you feel you need it.  Many people leave it too long before 

asking for help.  At the start you need to recognise that Year 12 will take some getting used 

to. 

Planning 

You will be given deadlines for assignments and tasks.  You have to meet deadlines so make 

sure you plan for them in your study schedule.  For each hour you have in class, you should 

spend at least another hour in personal study time, completing notes and writing up 

experiments. Your teacher will tell you what is coming up and you need to complete tasks for 

lessons so you maximise your time in the lab.   

Practical work 

As this is a vocational and practically based course, you will be completing a substantial 

amount of practical work in all areas.  Most of this will be as part of your assignments or 

exam.  Therefore, any tasks that are completed should be written up as notes.   

Resources 

 A folder, lined paper, stationary  and a USB stick are essential to back up and keep your 

digital work safe. We strongly recommend having a copy of the text book featured on front: 
Course Companions for Mandatory Units F180-F182. Cambridge Advanced Nationals Applied Science (AAQ) 

 

  

https://zigzageducation.co.uk/synopses/11170-Cambridge-Advanced-Nationals-Course-Companion?pod=12811
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Checklist for August 

 

o A ring binder folder with dividers  

o A USB stick (or be confident in using the cloud for online 

storage) 

o Cornell style notes on the 3 QR code topics 

o Pre-topic questions attempted 

o Poster 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hand in all your tasks during the first lessons with your teacher.  Completion of 

these tasks is required over the Summer holidays to show a commitment to your 

place on the AAQ Applied science Level 3 course.                        

                                               

 

We look forward to seeing you in August.  

Q 


