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Dear Parents/Carers

Thank you once again for all your support during what has proved to be an exceptionally challenging term. As a com-
munity we have coped with high levels of absence and disruption since the start of the year but, throughout all the
changes, your children have demonstrated huge levels of resilience and perseverance. We are extremely proud of
them all. | would also like to thank the staff team for once again going above and beyond to ensure the well-being of
all our children remains central to all that we do. We hope you all enjoy a restful half-term.

Please also look out for the letter later today which sets out details of the School Street Scheme we are running after
half term in partnership with Maiden Erlegh and UTC. Marshals and other representatives from the schools/college and
Reading Borough Council will be handing out information relating to the scheme tomorrow and Friday morning. Please
ask for further details

Yours sincerely

RbHewild

Robert Howell
Headteacher

School News

Nursery News -

Firstly, we would like to start by welcoming
the new families who joined our Nursery
after Christmas. Welcome to the Alfred Sut-
ton family! The children have had a busy
time welcoming their new Nursery friends
who started with us in January. The January
starters all settled in really well and are en-
joying exploring the Nursery and learning
new things.
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Nursery News -

We have had an exciting time this term with our term’s topic
‘Oh The Places We’ll Go’ and have ‘visited’ (through our
weekly book focus) lots of places. We’ve been to the Zoo
(Dear Zoo). We’ve been on a Bear Hunt (Going On A Bear
Hunt). We’ve been to a wild forest (Where the Wild Things
Are), to the Jungle (Walking through the Jungle.) We’ve also
been on a Train Ride (The Train Ride) and finally we went
back in time to learn about the Dinosaurs! (Bumpus Jumpus
Dinosuar Rumpus). On top of that we learned about the fes-
tival of Chinese New Year. As you can see from our work
we’ve been busy learning about shapes and numbers and
have made salt dough dinosaur fossils to help us understand
how we found out about the dinosaurs from their bones.

Reception News

What another busy term! We have
continued to work hard learning
our letter sounds and are enjoying
reading our Book Bag books and
online RWInc. Storybooks.

In maths we have been work-
ing with numbers 1to 8. We
have been looking at the
composition of numbers and
matching numerals to differ-
ent quantities.

In Literacy and the wider cur-
riculum, we have enjoyed
finding out about space and
working with the books
‘Whatever Next’ and ‘The Way
Back Home’.




Year 1 News
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This term in Year One we have been learning all about Transport. We
have learnt about the history of the car and all about Robert Ste-
phenson's early trains. We read The Noom Balloon, researched how
the hot air balloon was invented and planned our own hot air balloon
trips. Lastly, we have been learning about rockets and how astro-
nauts use them to travel through space. In art we have designed
shape vehicles and used mixed media to make ocean and boat
scenes. We are really proud of how hard the children have worked
this half term. They have shown lots of enthusiasm for our topic. We
hope they will enjoy our next topic dinosaurs just as much. We wish
everyone a happy, healthy and restful half term.

Thank you for all your support,

The Y1 Team
Year 2 News
This term, Year 2 have enjoyed learning the history of Reading - the My Mental Health Action Plan
"Biscuit Town." We explored the Three B's (Beer, Bulbs and Bis- o e
q . . . hat do you do to look How are you going to help
cuits) and discovered the history of Alfred Sutton Primary School! after your mental health? others to feel good on

the inside?

In Geography, we have been learning about climate and how =

weather changes, depending on where we are in the world. We i =" B L VL e
explored climate change and talked about how we can look after - e Tl
our world in the future. B '
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During nutritional learning, we have created checklists and instruc- halging  obhet

tions to remember how to prepare for cooking and how to stay

safe whilst cooking. Ask a Year 2 how they will stay safe in the

kitchen What would you like to do
o more of?

In PSHE, we have been learning how to look after our mental
health. We have talked about the importance of keeping a positive
mindset and created action plans to help us keep our minds
healthy. Have a look at some of our work...
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Year 3 News

looking at dlﬂ‘erent collages
from an artist called Phil Frost.

Children enjoyed making the
background using various paper
and then painted masks on top.
To finish off they painted ab-
stract patterns in white inspired
by the artist.

During science
children have
been having
lots of fun
learning about
magnets and
forces.
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This term, children have
been learning about the Riv-
er Ganges. Children wrote a
newspaper article about the
pollution and how this could
be prevented to make it a
cleaner place.

Year 4 News

The children in Year 4 have enjoyed learning all about the different states of matter in science
which they understand, even from an atomic level, having re-enacted being atoms in solids,

liquids and gasses.

States of matter gave the pupils the scientific knowledge and language to understand and de-
scribe the rain cycle in detail for their geography studies. Ask your budding meteorologist to
give you a presentation on the rain cycle. We are currently looking at how rivers are formed

and their various features and characteristics.

In our final week this term, we put aside a day when we could put all our learning and practise
of sewing techniques, investigating different materials and design to make our own bespoke

bean bags. Here are a few pictures of the children’s wonderful work.




Year 5 News
This term seems to have flown by and we are fast
approaching the mid-point in the school year. As
has been the case throughout our time together,
the children of Year 5 have shown themselves to
be hard-working, respectful and aspirational. The
effort they all put into their work truly reflects an
outstanding desire to learn and develop their un-
derstanding of a wide range of subjects and topic

areas.

So, what have been the highlights of this term? ‘Earth
and Space’ has definitely been a favourite of the chil-
dren and adults alike. The homework the children
produced for this topic was of an exceptional stand-
ard and we, the Year 5 team, are still trying to find a
way for you to see what was created. For now, pho-
tographs will have to suffice.

‘Anglo Saxons and Vikings’ was another topic that the

children really engaged with. Newspaper reports on
the Viking raid at Lindisfarne allowed the children to
flex the journalistic muscle and produce some won-
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derfully creative written work. Our classes also had
great fun acting out a Viking poem and putting our-
selves in the shoes of invaders and defenders.

Combine those two topics with ‘loops’ in music, ‘e-

safety and data bases’ in IT, using recycled rubbish to

TLEI

create sea sculptures in art, designing and construct-
ing burglar alarms in DT and a study of Sikh stories in

RE and you can see what a busy and fulfilling term it
has been.

We would like to take this opportunity to

thank each and every one of you for the sup-
port you have shown your children and the
team here at Alfred Sutton. We firmly be-
lieve that the children are a huge credit to
you and that their successes are only achiev-
able through our combined efforts.

Have a great holiday,

The Year 5 team
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Year 6 News

In the words of Y6:

“Throughout the first spring half-term, Year Six have dis-
played an extraordinary attitude to learning, despite vari-
ous COVID challenges.

Library and reading:

This term, Year Six has been a hive of bookworms. From
J.K Rowling to Louis Sachar, the KS2 library is filled with
incredible books written to satisfy the thriving imagina-
tions of students

This term, | have enjoyed going to the library with my
classmates to discover new books. | have found several
series of books that | have been glued to from the first
page in the first book, to the last page in the last book. —
Rebecca

Maths:

Recently in maths, Year 6 have learnt many new and in-
teresting skills. Though challenging, at the end of the day
we will leave with knowledge to boost us in secondary
school and beyond. We all look forward to learning more
fascinating concepts!

Science:

During this term, in Science, Year 6 have been learning
about different systems in the human body. It has been
great fun as the Year 6 teachers have explained them in a
detailed and scientific way. All of the pupils in Year 6 are
grateful for this knowledge.

Geography:

In geography, we have been absorbed in the topic of riv-
ers; there are so many interesting facts that we have
learnt along with new vocabulary such as: levee, conflu-
ence, delta and tributary. | loved learning about rivers
and | wished we could continue this fascinating subject!

We have also written a warning tale based around rivers,
to teach people how to be safe around them.

DT:

We have been constructing Ferris wheels. Firstly, we were
placed in groups of four or five. After we had completed
the planning process, we had to cut the wooden pieces
with a hacksaw (very carefully!).

PSHE:

Another subject which we have embraced enthu-
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\ 5 siastically is PSHE. Inspired by Children’s Mental
’ c Health week, we had fervent discussions and also
= watched fascinating Newsround clips on children
who were keen to give tips on improving mental health.

PE:

We have been focusing on football and handball in PE,
which in my opinion were my favourite lessons yet. In each
sport, we would play 5-minute matches - it felt like being
in the World Cup whenever we would play football match-
es!
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building team-
work skills. Teams have made routines full of varying
moves such as the box step, the figure of eight flag waving
and the simple Samba step.

Computing:

We have been using a programme called Tinker Cad; this is
a programme where you can design shapes to make real
life objects. We started by making a 3D house which ena-
bled us to change shapes to a variety of sizes.

Art:

In art, we learnt how to draw one- and two-point perspec-
tive. Using this — and referring back to geography — we
made a mixed media picture with a river as our perspective
point. | really enjoyed getting creative and using many ma-
terials to add depth to my drawing. Also, it was nice to see
the end product; | felt accomplished.

RE:

Throughout this term, our focus in RE has been Christiani-
ty. This subject enables us to explore different religions and
understand what different faiths believe.

Drama:

We had to work in teams of four and to act as functioning
machines while using different levels such as: low, medium
and high. Furthermore, drama gives us an opportunity to
have fun and participate in diverse activities.

Music:

We have been focusing on playing the ukulele, learning
many chords such as: C, F and the G chords. While playing,
the class was a lively room and we all enjoyed performing;
furthermore, we made our own music using different tem-
pos, rhythms and dynamics. Since we gained experience
creating our own music, | was really fascinated.



Poetry: Our riddles came out brilliantly — many were surpris- Conclusion:

ingly clever and deceptive! It has also been
interesting to write river related haikus
and cinquains. Here is an example inspired
by Nigel Cox’s River Cinquains

Waves:

In conclusion, this term has been a great success, and many
things have been achieved and learnt. We are looking for-
ward to next term, when more shall be learnt.”
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