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New College Durham Academies Trust 

 
Consett Academy Local Governing Body Members serving in the last 12 months  

and relevant business and pecuniary interests including governance roles in other educational institutions 
 

Director Appointment 
date 

Date of 
leaving 

Category  Register of Interests 

     
Vaila Somerville 10.06.2019  Chair of LGB Employee of Durham Legal Services UK, Derwentside 

Business Centre, Consett Business park, Consett DH8 6BP 
Secretary for Durham County Golf Union, Juniors 
Chairman Consett Academy Parents’ Forum 

     
Kevin Reynolds 1.1.2012  Executive Principal Executive Principal, New College Durham Academies Trust 

Trust ‘Member’ of the Advanced Learning Partnership (ALP) 
Member of the Association of School and College Leaders 
(ASCL) 

     
Ruth Allan 24.04.2020  Teaching Staff Member Employee – Consett Academy 
     
Claire Collins 24.04.2020  Support Staff member Partnership or consultancies, whether paid or not 

Company:   STEM Learning Ltd 
 
Have previously undertaken some ‘one off’ (paid) consultancy 
work regarding advice for running STEM clubs. I continue to 
work in partnership with them to promote STEM but no longer 
paid. 
 
I have two children in attendance at Consett Academy,  
a Son in year 9 and a Daughter in year 7 

     
Denise Rowland 04.04.2019  Sponsor Member Public Appointment – Magistrate 

Public Appointment – Health Education England 
Public Appointment – Ministry of Justice – Parole Board 
Member of National Governors Association 

     
Jane Davis 1.9.2014  Sponsor Member Headteacher of Lanchester EP Primary School 
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Matthew Funnell 2.7.2020  Sponsor Member Employed full time by Durham University (Department of 

Earth Sciences) 
Employed part time (sessional work) by the International 
Study Centre 
Trustee of the North of England Institute for Mining and 
Mechanical Engineers 
Membership Secretary of the St. John’s College (at Durham 
University) Senior Common Room 
Fellow of the Royal Astronomical Society 
Fellow of the Higher Education Academy 
My wife, Carys Elizabeth Funnell, is currently employed full 
time by The Auckland Project 
My Wife is a Trustee of the St. John’s Common Room 

     
Stuart Fairless 01.09.2018  Parent Member Employee at HM Land Registry  

Trustee of EDF Boundary Lane Wind Farm Fund 
     
Sally Castling 10.06.2019  Parent Member Close relative - Directorship of company – Scott Fencing 
     
Cllr Jeanette 
Stephenson 

24.04.2020  Co-Sponsor Member None 

 
Leavers during last 12 months 
     
Jo Yates 
 
 

1.4.2012 31.03.2020 Teaching Staff 
Member 

Employed by Consett Academy 

     
Natalie Stouph 17.3.2016 31.03.2020 Sponsor Member Employment, University of Sunderland 

Chartered Member of CIPD (Chartered Institute of Personnel & 
Development) 
Chartered Manager Status/Membership  of CMI (Chartered 
Management Institute) 

     
Gem Horth 1.4.2016 31.03.2020 Support Staff 

Member 
Employed by Consett Academy 
Member of CILIP (Chartered Institute of Library & Information 
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Professionals) 
     
Lyn Boyd (Cllr) 30.1.18 31.01.2020 Co-Sponsor 

Member 
County Councillor, Durham County Council 
Mental Health North East – Volunteer 
Prince Bishops Credit Union – Member 
Director, Muddy Boots Ltd 

     
John Widdowson 1.1.2012 05.07.2020 Sponsor Member Principal & Chief Executive, New College Durham and member of 

the Corporation 
Director and Chair NCDAT 
Member of ICSA – Institute of Chartered Secretaries & 
Administrators 
Director, Westfirst Ltd – Co. No. 2906949 
Chair, Mixed Economy Group of Colleges 
Director, Workers’ Educational Association 
Association of Colleges – various committees/groups 
Vice Chair NECOP Strategy Group (North East Collaborative 
Outreach Programme) 
Member, National Centre for University & Business (NCUB) 
University of Durham – St Cuthbert’s Society 
Member, Independent Commission for Lifelong Learning 

Karl Fairley 
(Chair) 

1.1.2012 31.08.2020 Chair LGB Chartered Fellow of Institute of Personnel & Development 
Deputy Principal HR & Corporate Services, New College 
Durham(employee) 
Chair of Consett Academy Local Governing Body 
National Leader in Governance 
Chair of Broomhaugh Church of England Primary School 
Ad-hoc support for Hartlepool Carers 
Katherine Fairley (spouse) Chartered Fellow of Institute of 
Personnel & Development 
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