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Core Texts: Poetry 

 Classic Poems Contemporary Poetry Forms of Poetry 

 

Nursery 

 

Usborne Rhyme Picture 

Book 

 

One, Two, Skip a Few 

Roberta Arenson 

 

 

Reception Ladybird Favourite Nursery 

Rhymes 

 

Rumble in the Jungle 

Giles Andreae 

 

 

Year 1 

 

Daddy Fell into the Pond 

Alfred Noyes 

 
 

Zim Zam Zoom  

James Carter 

 

Descriptive Poems 

(Kit Wright The Magic Box) 

 

Year 2 

 

Please Mrs Butler 

Alan Ahlberg 

 
 

The Dragon with the Big 

Nose 

Kathy Henderson 

 

 

Shape Poems and 

Calligrams 

 

Year 3 

 

The Adventures of Isabel 

Ogden Nash 

 
 

Hot Like Fire 

Valerie Bloom 

 

List Poems 

 

Year 4 

 

The Listeners 

Walter de la Mare 

 

Jelly Boots, Smelly Boots 

Michael Rosen 

 

Humorous Poetry 

 

Year 5 

 

Jabberwocky 

Lewis Carroll 

 

Moon Juice 

Kate Wakeling 

 
 

Haiku 

 

 

Year 6 Macavity: The Mystery Cat Various e.g. The British Free Verse 
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 TS Eliot 

 
 

 

Benjamin Zephaniah 

 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjGgYiz6tTUAhWJ6xQKHWqHCNIQjRwIBw&url=http://www.timeout.com/london/books/benjamin-zephaniah-interview&psig=AFQjCNHQM08z4AOLZdnJPwGh8uUniEddkg&ust=1498336988752825
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjA_ru0ydvUAhXF1RQKHVldBisQjRwIBw&url=http://www.nowaterriver.com/national-poetry-month-the-poetry-friday-anthology-for-middle-school-poet-a-palooza-act-2/&psig=AFQjCNECGngWlRm9CXXHdK-5QmvSP61sBQ&ust=1498568620185254

