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Why do we teach phonics?

Phonics is a way of teaching children how to read and write. It helps
children hear, identify and use different sounds that distinguish one word
from another in the English language.

Written language can be compared to a code, so knowing the sounds of
individual letters and how those letters sound when they’re combined will
help children decode words as they read.

Understanding phonics will also help children know which letters to use
when they are writing words.

Phonics involves matching the sounds of spoken English with individual
letters or groups of letters. For example, the sound k can be spelled as ¢, k,
ck or ch.
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R
@& Some definitions...

A phoneme

This is the smallest sound you can hear
within a word

How many phonemes can you hear in at?
chip? three? ring? night?

ng
g



Definitions continued
A grapheme

These are the letters or groups of letters that
make one sound.

Children need to practise recognising the grapheme
and saying the phoneme that it represents. The
grapheme could be 1 letter, 2 letters or more! For

example:
o L
t ai igh ch ee s




Segmenting:

Segmenting is splitting words up into the
individual phonemes you can hear within the
word (or into segments).

e.g.cup becomes c-u- p

Blending:

Blending is the continuous stream of all the
phonemes (sound) in a word and hearing the
word they make

.
e.g. c-u-p makes cup. %



How to say the sounds

e Saying the sounds correctly with your child is
extremely important

 The way we say sounds at Blean may well be
different from when you were at school

 We have to be careful not to put a schwa on

| &

sounds when we say them.
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%& The phonemes
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How we teach each phoneme

In Reception and Year 1, we teach a new
phoneme (sound) and the corresponding
grapheme (letter/s) most days.

We then practise segmenting and blending to
read words containing the daily phoneme.

Finally we practise reading captions or

sentences containing the phoneme and to
consolidate previous learnt phonemes and
words. .

We also practise writing the graphemes.
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Support in class

* Children have access to phonic mats and
charts to support their writing in the
early stages.

 These mats and charts have a visual
iImage under the grapheme to support
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Sound Talking At Home

Talk to your child in robot talk e.g. Can you get
a c-u-p?
Play Simon Says.

Play | spy...something beginning with the
sound....

Get your child to be a robot when they say
things to you.

Stretch words using an action starting at the
mouth and stretching out with the hand. O
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Segmenting activities

 When children start to write words (or use magnetic

letters/cards) we use phoneme frames to write each individual
grapheme for each phoneme we can hear in a word.

* This supports children with hearing the correct number of
phonemes.

S t

Stz o' 0 o



Nonsense words

Sometimes we use nonsense/alien words — The children
practice segmenting and blending words such as these:

drep
blom

gris

Nonsense games like reading alien words help to build up
skills —and are fun!




Once children are confident with
single phonemes we move on to...

DIGRAPHS — 2 letters that make 1 sound

ng, qu, ch, th, ai, ay, ou, ie, ea, oy, ir, ue, aw, wh,
ph, ew, oe,au,a e, e e, i e,o0 e, u e,ll, ss, zz

TRIGRAPHS — 3 letters that make 1 sound

igh, ear, air, ere, ure




But what about words that you

can’t sound out?

Some words are not phonetically decodable

e.g. was, the, |, he, she, said, go, no, put,
some, come, one, school

These are called common exception words
We cannot sound out these words (e.g. said)

Children must learn to read common
exception words

They learn these words in various ways —
taking a picture, memory, mnemonics




Common exception words:
Tricky words

door old because | beautiful after
the they there a do floor cold could pretfty fast
: oor old would move last
of said | where | are to P J
find hold should prove past
were says I you today
kind told any improve father
was is by your pull mind sure many only class
he has my one full behind sugar great ask grass
- ild h break t
she no here once | friend " e ree P pass
climb whole steak push plant
we go our ask | school
child children most eye path
e S0 Solinte put house clothes busy people water bath
be love some push parents money Mr Mrs half
every everybody even hour again
both Christmas




Applying Phonics and CEWSs

 When children are reading to you, encourage
them to ‘segment, then blend’” unfamiliar
words.

 |f the word is a common exception word (not
phonetically decodable) explain this to your
child and encourage them to use a different
strategy to work it out (such as memory/ using
the picture/ meaning of the sentence)
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What is a decodable book?

A decodable book i one that is
made vp of words in Which the
ver\y large majority can be read
independently as the letters
and sounds have been

previously taught-.

H will be very closely matched
to the stage childven are
working at in Phonics.




There is a huge emphasis on Schools
sending home decodable books
matcthed 1o the stage children are
working at.

The National Cuiculum states
childven should be faught+o:

'Yead aloud accuvately books that are
consistent Wwith Hheir developing
phonic knowledge and that do not
vequire them 1o use other strategies
+o work out words.'




The \Zeading Framelwoyk pub\isheol
in July 2021 also states that-:

'A systematic Phonics programme
includes sufficient decodable books
oY fexts, so Hhat children can
practise, at School and at home,
Hheir increasing knowledge of &PCs
and their blending skill in
meaningful contexts'




Why decodable books?

1. They make childyen feel successful and.
leam Yo use phonic strategies as the prime
approach 1o reading.
2. As sooh as childyren have leammt a small

number of lettrers and Hheir corvesponding

sounds they can begin +o apply tHhis
knowledge in their reading including
reading wovds they've never seen before.
3. They provide the opporiunty to vevist
and. yeview previously taught knowledge.
4. They encouyage independence in
reading.




As an example...

A Reception child confident in
identifying Phase 3 graphemes and

sa\ing the covvyegponding sounds,
fOV‘ eXamp\e 'sh!, 'ay’, 'oo' and ',
can segment and blend wovds that
contain them and can vecognise the
Phase 2 and 3 tyicky wovds (the,
she, we etx)

will shruggle 1o apply their developing phonic
knowledge if they receive a book like this...




rook 1

Wovds not prched atthe corvect level
forthe child are crossed out-

Wheat-does a bird like to eat?
A bird likes to eart werms.

Whet-dees a giraffelike-to-eeat

A giratte-likes to eatleaves.
What-dees aseallike to eat?

A seal tikes to-eatfish?
Whet-do youtike-to-eat?

example taken from The Reading Framework, Dfe, 2021



Rook 2
Decodable book matched 1o the
level Hhe child is working.
Look up! A ship!
Will it land?

Yes. Let's run and see it.

A thing with three legs and six

arms got off.
Can we get in?
Up, up, up we went on a trip

to a far planet.

example taken from The Reading Framework, DfE, 2021



tow can | support my child o read
a decodable book at home?

1. Have & quick Yead of the book first so that
you ave familiar with +he stony, can ask
appropriate questions and prompt suspense.
2. Look together atthe graphemes and tricky
words +he book comtaing before you read it
(normally found either on the back or inside Hhe
front cover)
2. encourage your child Yo use Hheir phonic
knowledge and 'sound out' the words.

3. encourage \ouy child Yo place their finger
undemeath the word they are Anying to read.
Yo stop them getting lost
4. if Hhey are struggling with a word model

segmenting and blending it yourself.



What goes home in their bags?

1. A decodable (phonic) book reflecting the phonemes that they have
been taught that week or that they know. This book should be read to
you by your child and independently until they are fluent. Re-reading is
an important strategy that builds fluency. It provides an opportunity to
develop a deep understanding of a book's plot or character development
something not possible reading a book once. Exploring the text and
illustrations helps children delve into the story's message and make new
connections, preparing them for more complex narratives.

2. An ‘authentic book’ (sharing book). The authentic book is for you, the
parent/carer, to share and enjoy with your child. This may have new
phonemes not yet learned, so the adult will need to read this book to
them and/or with them. Reading for pleasure is an essential part of
becoming a fluent reader.



What’s next?

How can a teacher know when a child is ready to move on to authentic texts?

The only way to know is to observe the child’s reading of an age-appropriate
authentic text. If the child can work out new words, make few errors and
comprehend the text, they are ready to fly.

But if they resort to guessing and make so many errors that they can’t
comprehend the text — they will need more practice and support from
decodable texts.

We continue to teach phonics throughout KS1 and as the years progress, this
moves into more complex spelling rules and patterns.

In year 2, when ready, pupils will move into the book banding system and
progress through this, matched to their ability, with age-appropriate books.

We always encourage reading for pleasure, so encourage children to read and
look at a range of books.



Final thoughts...

REMEMBER: Phonics is not the only thing needed
to become a fluent reader.

Please continue to read with your child each night and encourage
them to:

* Sound out

* Re-read to check it makes sense and for fun.
e Use pictures for clues.

* Ask questions about the book.

 Read a range of genres - fiction, poetry, non-fiction

And most importantly ENJOY READING! \;U




