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Multiplication and Division at 
Kingsclere CE Primary School
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Thank you for coming – it is not easy for 
everyone!

Research suggests that as many as 

60% of adults would rather clean the 

toilet than work out a maths problem.

An even larger percentage say: 
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…and thank you from our child!

“Mathematics plays a unique role in the 
learning of most children – it is the subject that 
can make them feel both helpless and stupid. 
Maths, more than any other subject, has the 
power to crush children’s confidence, and to 
deter them from learning important methods 

and tools for many years to come.”

Jo Boaler
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“We never did Maths like that in my day!”

• Aims of today’s event:
• Understand the reasoning behind the way we teach 

Maths the way we do
• Explore how learning multiplication and division 

progresses through Kingsclere CE Primary School 
• Give you a chance to see your child modelling some 

activities in their classroom, have a go yourself and look 
at what comes next

• Provide ideas for how you can support your child at 
home
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Why does maths matter if I’ve got a 
calculator on my phone?

•Adults with poor maths skills are twice as likely to be 
unemployed than those who enjoy some 
competency in numeracy.

•Those adults with at least basic maths skills can 
expect to earn a quarter more than those who lack a 
basic mathematical understanding.

•Between a third and a half of people with poor 
numeracy skills have a desire to improve them but 
less than 4% have actually attended any maths 
classes – so again, thank you all for joining us today!
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Year 4 multiplication check
Leaflet for year 4 parents Between Monday 3 

June and Friday 14 
June 2024
• On-screen check of 25 times 

table questions up to 12 x 
12 

• 6 seconds to answer each 
question on an IPad
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Maths Ambassadors

•Representatives from each class who are 
championing maths across our school
•First event today – answer questions 
•Moving forwards – intend to produce a series 
of short explanatory films for the website 
showing how maths progresses across our 
school
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1-10-5 derive – that’s the way we do it!
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Fluency, reasoning and problem-solving

• Fluency - recall of mental maths facts 

e.g. times tables, number bonds etc.

• Reasoning - children need to be able to 

explain the mathematical concepts with 

number sense; they must explain how they 

got the answer and why they are correct.

• Problem Solving - applying their skills to 

real-life contexts
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Resources and Representations
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Concrete – Pictorial - Abstract
• Concrete – model with 

objects or materials

• Pictorial – model by 
drawing a representation

• Abstract – using symbols 
such as the obelus 

(÷)
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How do we ensure the right challenge?
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Multiplication inverse of 
division

Methods and vocabulary progress through the school 
– see the website for our progression document
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Multiplication – doubling and counting 
in multiples
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Repeated addition and arrays
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Grid or Area method
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Column multiplication
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Division – halving, sharing and grouping
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Arrays, numberlines and remainders
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Long division
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Short division
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•Talk about maths – make it real
•Play games – some ideas to takeaway 
in classrooms
•Make it fun!
•Ask the teacher 
•Check the school website for 
progression document and videos

How can you help at home?
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• Don’t tell your child you are hopeless at maths!
• You may remember maths being hard, but you were 

probably not hopeless, and even if you were, that implies to 
your child, ‘I was hopeless at maths and I’m a successful 
adult, therefore maths is not important’

• Do play (maths) with your child
• There are opportunities for impromptu learning in games 

with real people that you don’t get with  an X-Box
• Do get excited about maths and your child will get 

excited too!

Finally …
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What next?
• Take a walk around – have a go at 

some of the activities
• Feel free to take a look in other 

classrooms – Maths Ambassadors are 
here to help

• Evaluation slips – tell us what you think!
• If you are able to volunteer any time to 

our school we are always on the 
lookout for helpers with 
trips/reading/maths games so mention 
it to a teacher

Evaluation slips
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Any questions? – I’m around until 10


